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WOULD JESUS POST HIS OPINIONS ON SOCIAL MEDIA?
We must decide whether to debate,
attack, or love.

FEATURE ARTICLE
Written by Nate Elias

Have you ever changed the thinking of
someone in a social media debate? I rarely
see in-person debates sway a person’s
opinion, let alone an online debate. Yet
Christians have joined the social media
debates (or, more likely, online wars) of
opinion.
When God incarnate made His earthly
presence, He entered into a world of
debate. The citizens of the Jewish nation
all wanted the same thing: freedom from
Rome. The Jews developed factions based
on opinions concerning the various
possible solutions to their occupation.
Considering the people Jesus invited into
His circle of influence, we can see that
Jesus wasn’t oblivious to the debate in
Israel. Jesus included James and John, the
“sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17), who
believed in the violent overthrow of Rome.
Then there is Matthew, the tax collector
(Matt. 9:9). He didn’t even keep fighting
against Rome; he joined Rome. In between
the two extremes were the Jewish religious
leaders trying to work with and against
Rome.
It would make sense that with this much
debate and conflict that Jesus would have
spent a significant amount of time
expressing His position and debating
against one side or the other in the conflict.
Yet, there are only a few minor references
to Jesus even acknowledging the debate
was taking place. How could Jesus
separate Himself from the constant battle
while still bringing individuals from both
extremes of the debate into His
community?

Would Jesus Pick a Side?
As I consider our current struggle of
existing with COVID-19 and all its
variants, I wonder how Jesus would handle
the debate. Would Jesus pick a side?
Would He get on social media and post
opinions? How would Jesus bring the
church, His body here on planet Earth,
together when so divided by “facts” and
“opinions”?
The Jewish community had a confession of
their faith, the Shema, that was part of their
daily worship experience: “Love the Lord
your God” (Deut. 6:5). Jesus stated this as
the greatest of God's commands. He then
followed up with, “Love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matt. 22:37-39). While the Jews
bickered over the oppression of Rome,
Jesus sought to redirect the Jewish focus to
what it meant to love God and love each
other. While the Jews fought against each
other over salvation from Rome, Jesus
brought eternal salvation from sin.
How Would Jesus Respond to People
Today?
Do we need to be redirected by God to
understand the love of God? The apostle
John wrote, “For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son” (John
3:16, NIV). In 1 John 3:16, John wrote,
“This is how we know what love is: Jesus
Christ laid down his life for us. And we
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers
and sisters” (NIV). And in 1 John 3:1, he
added, “See what great love the Father has
lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that is what we are!”
(NIV).
Three words come to mind — compassion,
respect, and value — in following God’s
invitation to love others. Every human
being is born in the image of God. You
have a personal story that drives your
response to life. Having compassion
means, I listen to the story that has
impacted you. Respecting each person as a
child of God is beautiful and challenging.
We are equal in value to God. We are
equally God’s children. When I look at
you, do I see my equal?

If I see you as my equal and God’s child, I
won’t attack you online or in person. I can
disagree but don’t have to attack. God help
us learn to love as He first loved us.

Nate Elias is pastor of the Piedmont Park
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Lincoln,
Nebraska, United States.
The original version of this commentary was
posted on the Mid-America Union Conference
Outlook.

FROM THE EDITOR
Are you interested in writing the
lead article for the Logos?
Please send an email to
lsturrup@sbcadventist.org.bs

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2021
SEPTEMBER
1-30 Evangelistic Campaigns by
Children
11
Youth Mission Congress #YMC
(Family Island)
Stewardship Day
13-17 Pathfinder Week Scarf Challenge
Day
14
Fathers Take Your Children to
School
18
World Pathfinder Day #WPD
(AM: Local Church)
18
Pathfinder Day March (PM: Joint)
25
Biblical Symposium & Spirit of
Prophecy
30
Executive Prayer Meeting
TBA SBC Youth Choir Re-launch
TBA Praise & Worship Workshop
(proposed)

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTES
NOTICE
Please be advised that due to the National
Elections being held on September 16,
2021, the office of the South Bahamas
Conference will be closed on September
15, 2021, at 5:00 p.m., and will reopen
on September 17, 2021, at 8:30 a.m.
- Pastor Leonardo Rahming
Office of the Secretariat,
South Bahamas Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists.

BIBLE CLASS
Bible Class will be held on Sunday,
September 5, 2021 at 6:30p.m. via Zoom.
Meeting ID: 915 5872 2673
Passcode: 592256
-Pastor Lynden Williams, Spirit of Prophecy
Coordinator.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
DEPARTMENT
Upcoming Events
Save The Date
Women’s Ministries 2021
Virtual Conclave
October 15th & 16th, 2021.

Remember to Pause & Pray with us
virtually each Wednesday at noon.

If you have any questions, comments or
suggestions or need additional information
on any of our initiatives, kindly email us
at SBCwomensministries@sbcadventist.
org.bs
--Mrs. Jacqueline Gibson, Women’s Ministries
Director.
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HILLVIEW CHURCH
EVANGELISTIC RETENTION
TRAINING
Begun September 4th and continues until
September 25th, 2021.
Purpose of Training: To train and equip
new and old members for evangelism.

September 11th at 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
with presenters:
Pastor Michael Toote – Topic: Pulpit
Decorum
Pastor T. Basil Sturrup – Topic:
Community Service Evangelism
September 18th at 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
with presenters:
Dr. Alphhaeus Allick – Topic: Health
Evangelism.
Pastor Peter Joseph – Topic: Lay
Preaching and Bible Counseling
September 19th from 11:00 a.m. to
2:30p.m. with presenter: Anthony Czaja,
Florala Gardens, Ak.
Topic: Backyard Farming
Presenting also was:
Pastor Jon Dorsett – Topic: Prayer
Evangelism
Zoom ID: 947-0379-8837
Password: Gd9pvC
All Churches Are Invited to Attend.
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from them as well. Instead, we are to
engage in whatever brings our thoughts
and bodies into the discipline of Christ,
who desires our wholesomeness, joy, and
goodness.
REFERENCES: Gen. 7:2; Exod. 20:15;
Lev. 11:1-47; Ps. 106:3; Rom. 12:1, 2; 1
Cor. 6:19, 20; 10:31; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; 10:5;
Eph. 5:1-21; Phil. 2:4; 4:8; 1 Tim. 2:9, 10;
Titus 2:11, 12; 1 Peter 3:1-4; 1 John 2:6; 3
John 2.
For
more
information,
visit:
https://www.adventist.org/christianbehavior/

Please Email Weekly Announcements
To: sbclogos@gmail.com
Or logos@sbcadventist.org.bs
By Tuesday at 3:00p.m.
Visit the Conference website:
http://southbahamasconference.org
for the Logos publication archives & the
ATV658 NEWS, as well as weekly
programming.

WHAT WE BELIEVE:

BELIEF 22: CHRISTIAN
BEHAVIOR
We are called to be a godly people who
think, feel, and act in harmony with
biblical principles in all aspects of personal
and social life. For the Spirit to recreate in
us the character of our Lord we involve
ourselves only in those things that will
produce Christlike purity, health, and joy
in our lives. This means that our
amusement and entertainment should meet
the highest standards of Christian taste and
beauty. While recognizing cultural
differences, our dress is to be simple,
modest, and neat, befitting those whose
true beauty does not consist of outward
adornment but in the imperishable
ornament of a gentle and quiet spirit. It also
means that because our bodies are the
temples of the Holy Spirit, we are to care
for them intelligently. Along with adequate
exercise and rest, we are to adopt the most
healthful diet possible and abstain from the
unclean foods identified in the Scriptures.
Since alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and
the irresponsible use of drugs and narcotics
are harmful to our bodies, we are to abstain

SUPPORT YOUR MEDIA NETWORK

‘Living by the Word of God’
Connect by TuneIn Radio
@ WORD SBC 88 3FM

CALL 341-402
SUN SETS NEXT SABBATH
September 18, 2021 @ 7:10 p.m.

