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  The Significance of Graduation 
 

 

 
raduation marks a significant milestone in 
the lives of students. At its core, graduation 
is a celebration of academic achievement 
that acknowledges years dedicated to a 

course of study through persistence, perseverance, 
and determination. Completing a course of study 
involves overcoming challenges, academic pressures, 
problem-solving, and personal development. For 
many, it is the triumph over challenges, whether 
academic or personal. 
 
Walking across the stage in a cap and gown to receive 
a diploma, degree, or certificate signifies that one has 
fulfilled the rigorous academic requirements of the 
institution and emerged stronger and more 
knowledgeable. Graduation invites a time to reflect 
on the journey that has brought each individual to the 
moment. It is a time to remember the late nights, 
group projects, exams, bonds that were formed, and 
lessons learned both in and out of the classroom. It is 
a great way to highlight the end of a chapter and the 
beginning of a new chapter. Graduation also marks an 
occasion to honour the support of family, friends, and 
mentors who have played a vital role in the academic 
journey. Reflection deepens the appreciation and 
strengthens the resolve for what comes next. 
 
The diploma or degree is not simply a piece of paper, 
but rather representative of resilience. Hence, it is a 
time to embrace new opportunities. Whether it 
involves continuing the educational journey or 
entering the workforce, graduation marks a change 
from preparation to action- from learning to 
application of knowledge in real-world contexts. 
Change, however, can be difficult to accept, 
especially when there is a level of uncertainty. 
Moreover, growth cannot occur without change as 
change is constant. Equipped with the requisite 
knowledge and skills acquired during the academic 
journey, the graduate can face new challenges. 
 
Most importantly, graduation is the launching pad 
into the future, that can open the door to new 
opportunities and experiences, whether it involves 
further studies, stepping into a new career, or personal 
aspirations. For many, it is a moment to set new goals, 
redefine purpose, and envision the impact that they 
wish to make on the world. 
 
While graduation is not an everyday event, but rather 
a significant lifetime experience, it transcends cultural 
and geo-political boundaries. Ceremonies may differ 

the world over; however, the essence remains the 
same: it is symbolic of universal growth, change, and 
progress. Whether modest or grand, each graduation 
represents a collective investment in human potential 
and the belief that education can transform lives. 
 
The significance of graduation extends far beyond the 
accolades and applause, but rather extends to the 
transformation of lives. It calls for all to remember the 
past, celebrate the present, and embrace the future 
with anticipation and hope. As graduates toss their 
caps into the air, they mark the end of one chapter to 
continue writing armed with new knowledge and 
experiences that will shape their destinies and 
eventually impact the world. 

 
Dr LaVonda Smith, 

Principal, Bahamas Academy 
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ADVENTISTS CHURCHES AS HURRICANE 
SHELTERS 

Cat Island - Seaview Seventh-day Adventist Church  
Grand Bahama - Shiloh Seventh-day Adventist 
Church 
Inagua - New Life Seventh-day Adventist Church 
New Providence - Berea Seventh-day Adventist 
Church; Grants Town Seventh-day Adventist 
Church; Hillview Seventh-day Adventist Church; 
Maranatha Seventh-day Adventist Church 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS JULY 
1-31 One Mission, One Family MegaFest Youth Series 
3-12 General Conference Session, St. Louis 
3-12 Major Health Impact, St. Louis 
5 Literature/Tract Distribution (Community Impact) 
6 SBC Joint Prayer Meeting 
   Continuation of Lay Certification Evangelism     
   Training    
7 Men’s Health Hour 
13 Pathfinder Olympics & Sports Rally 
17 School Board Meeting 
19 Reach the World: Media Ministry NOW Sabbath 
20 Church Music Coordinators’ Meeting 
     Men’s Power Hour (MPH) 
24 Executive Committee Meeting 
26 CHAM Sabbath (ATCU) 
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NOTICE TO ALL SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CONTRACTORS 

Dear Contractors, 
The Administration invites you to submit bids for the 
following projects: 
  - Bahamas Academy Gymnasium 
  - La Senda De La Vida and Trinity Church Buildings 
Please contact Elder Okell Damastus using the 
information below to make arrangements to review 
project plans and submitting sealed bids.   
 

Email: odamastus@sbcadventist.org.bs. 
Phone: (242) 468-7881 
Thank you for your participation. 

-Administration  
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ANNUAL MEETING 
We are pleased to announce that the Annual Meeting 
2025 will be held on June 29, 2025, at 6 p.m. This 
year, the meeting will be accessible in person at 
Hillview Church and online to accommodate all our 
Family Island delegates. 
 

 We look forward to seeing each of you and sharing 
this special time. We kindly ask for your prayers as 
we prepare for this upcoming meeting. Thank you, 
and we appreciate your continued support. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION 2025 
The Seventh-day Adventist Church will host its 62nd 
General Conference Session in St. Louis Missouri, 
USA. GC Session will be held from July 3-12, 2025, 
at the America’s Center Convention Complex. Enjoy 
the business sessions, visit the exhibit halls, hear 
music from different countries, listen to inspirational 
devotional messages, and receive reports from around 
the world about how the church is spreading the 
Gospel and making an impact.  
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BIBLE CLASS  
Bible Class resumes Monday, June 30th, 2025, at 7:00 
pm at the Maranatha Church’s fellowship hall and 
online. TOPIC: "Parisian: the time is at hand”. For 
further information, contact Pastor Lynden Williams 
at lwilliams@sbcadventist.org.bs.  
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WESTERN REGION OF CHURCHES 
All persons who would like to sing in the Western 
Region of Choirs are asked to attend a rehearsal on 
Sunday, June 29th, from 4-5 pm at the Grants Town 
Church. Churches in the Western Region are Grants 
Town, Johnson Park, New Englerston, Good News, 
Bethany, Berea, Adelaide, Gambier and Breath of 
Life. 

-Nelson Bain, 
Western Region Choir Director 
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PHILADELPHIA CHURCH 
Women's Ministry Weekend will continue at the 
Philadelphia Church this Sabbath, June 29, 2025, with 
Women's Ministry Emphasis Day—Assistant 
Counsel at the Office of the Attorney General, Sis. 
Christine Brown from the Grants Town Church will 
be the Guest Speaker. 
The Women's Ministry Spa/Love Yourself Day will 
conclude the weekend on June 29th at 3:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

G 
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ASI FUN RUN WALK 
ASI Bahamas will host a FUN RUN WALK this 
Sunday, June 29 at 6 am. The 5k route begins at 
Goodman’s Bay Beach to Old Melia Hotel and 
Back. The 10k route will also begin at Goodman’s 
Bay beach to Sandy Port and back.  
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ASI MISSION TRIP 
ASI Bahamas will be traveling African Mission Trip 
from October 9-30, 2025. The team will visit two 
countries- Nigeria from October 10-20, and Ghana 
from October 20-29. Interested individuals who 
would like to travel can contact the following 
individuals for more information: 
Ian Greene - 556-0492 
David Williams - 433-6917  
Magnal Thompson - 422-0358 
Shandera Smith - 428-4251 
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GIRLS EMPOWERED FOR MISSION AND 
SERVICE (GEMS) 

Women’s Ministries Department is hosting a GEMS 
Day Out on June 29th, 2025, under the theme, True 
Beauty at the BahaMar Waterpark. It will be a day of 
fun, fellowship, and more.  
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NEW PROVIDENCE CHURCH 
Mark your calendars! The New Providence Singles 
Ministries Present Bowling Night on Saturday July 
26th at The Pointe. Please RSVP by Friday July 18th, 
if you plan to attend so that we can reserve enough 
lanes. We look forward to a night of fun & laughter! 
 

 
 

MUSIC MINISTRIES DEPARTMENT 
A music workshop will be held for children ages 12-
15 at the Ephesus Church on Parkgate Road. The 
workshop will begin July 25th, 2025, and will 
conclude July 27th, 2025. 
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EPHESUS CHURCH 
The Ephesus Pathfinder Club will host a car wash on 
Sunday, June 29, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Ephesus Church on Parkgate Road. Proceeds will be 
split between Dare to be Different Pathfinder 
Camporee and the Ephesus Church’s annual back-to-
school backpack initiative. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.  
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CENTREVILLE CHURCH VBS 
The Centreville Church is hosting VBS under the 
theme Mountain of Miracles-God’s Love is Rock 
Solid. The VBS will take place from June 29 to July 
5 at the Centreville Church. It will be a week full of 
fun, faith and friendship! 
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EXUMA CHURCHES 
The Mount Thompson and Rolleville Churches will 
host VBS from July 21-26. 
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Volleyball Tournament 

The 2025 league will begin this Saturday evening, 
June 28, at Hillview Seventh-day Adventist Church at 
8 pm.  
 

 
 

Kickball Tournament 
The 2025 league will begin on July 26, at Blue Hill’s 
Sporting Complex.   

 

 
 

Pathfinder Band 
We are excited to announce the relaunch of the South 
Bahamas Conference pathfinder band coming soon. 
For more information contact the Youth Department 
at 341-4021. 
 

 

  
Please Email Weekly Announcements 

To: sbclogos@gmail.com 
Or logos@sbcadventist.org.bs 

By Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. 
Visit the Conference website: 

http://southbahamasconference.org 
for the Logos publication archives and the ATV658 

NEWS, as well as weekly programming. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORT YOUR MEDIA NETWORK 

Connect by TuneIn Radio 
@ WORD SBC 88 3FM 

On Cable TV Channel 988 

@SBC MEDIA NETWORK 

SUN SETS NEXT SABBATH 
Saturday, July 05, 2025  

@ 7:57 p.m. 
Have a Happy Sabbath! 

@South Bahamas Conference 

mailto:sbclogos@gmail.com
http://southbahamasconference.org/

