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enditnow Emphasis Day 2025- Abuse and Care of The Older Person/Adult

ging is the process of developing and

maintaining the functional ability that

enables well-being in older age. This

functional ability is influenced by an
individual's intrinsic capacity, the environment in
which they live, and the interactions between the two.
WHO emphasizes that healthy aging is achievable by
all older people and should focus on enabling them to
continue participating in activities they value (WHO,
2025). The global population of people aged 60 years
and older will more than double, from 900 million in
2015 to about 2 billion in 2050 (WHO, 2025). This
population is considered the fastest-growing
population worldwide. The National Council for
Older Persons, Bahamas (1997) stated that by the year
2025, persons 65 years and over would be 17.6% of
the population, or 69,215 persons. In The Bahamas,
the number of older people (65+) per 100 children
under 15 years of age was 50.2.

Elder abuse is a serious matter that affects millions of
older adults worldwide and is often overlooked. Elder
abuse is an intentional or negligent act by any person
that causes harm or a serious risk of harm to an older
adult (American Nurses Association, 2025). \ Elder
abuse is not limited to physical harm. Abuse can
occur in numerous forms, including emotional,
financial, sexual, and neglect. Neglect may be
intentional or unintentional and occurs when
caregivers and or family members fail to meet the
basic needs of older adults. These basic needs include,
but are not limited to, food, shelter, medical care, and
personal hygiene. Financial exploitation can result in
older adults being unable to afford necessities,
thereby, resulting in unsafe or unstable living
conditions. The impact of abuse over a period of time
diminishes the quality of life and reduces life
expectancy of this population.

Several factors contribute to the occurrence of elder
abuse. Care giver stress is a significant factor of elder
abuse. Long term care delivery with high stress
realities can sometimes lead to caregiver frustration,
and eventually harmful behavior. Prejudice against
older persons can devalue their lives resulting in more
social acceptance of abuse. Family conflicts, mental
health issues, and substance abuse among caregivers
may also play a role in elder abuse.

Key areas in caring for older adults include assisting
with daily living activities, providing emotional
support, managing medications, and ensuring a safe
and comfortable environment.  Additionally,
caregiving extends to addressing legal and financial
matters, coordinating healthcare, and providing

respite care for family caregivers. Respite care is
essential for caregivers who are active in older adult
care delivery. Taking a break can be very restorative
and refreshing for caregivers.

It prevents caregiver burnout. Caring for this
population also includes adherence to the United
Nations Principles for Older Persons. These
principles emphasize independence, participation,
care, self-fulfillment, and dignity for older individuals
(OHCHR, 2025). These principles serve as a
framework for promoting the rights and well-being of
older adults, ensuring they can live fulfilling and
dignified lives. Older persons should be able to seek
and develop opportunities for service to the
community and to serve as volunteers in positions
appropriate to their interests and capabilities. The
reality is “active” instead of “geriatric” mindset;
thereby, allowing older persons to maintain being
active in congruence with their limitations.

Dr. Justina Knowles
Women’s Ministries Department, Gambier Church

ADVENTIST CHURCHES AS HURRICANE
SHELTERS

Cat Island - Seaview Seventh-day Adventist Church
Grand Bahama - Shiloh Seventh-day Adventist
Church
Inagua - New Life Seventh-day Adventist Church
New Providence - Berea Seventh-day Adventist
Church, Grants Town Seventh-day Adventist
Church, Hillview Seventh-day Adventist Church,
and Maranatha Seventh-day Adventist Church
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AUGUST
16 Adventist Youth Bible Connection Finals
Men’s Power Hour (MPH)
17 Church Music Coordinators’ Meeting
17-23 SBC Lay Campaign
23 End It Now Emphasis Day
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PUSH ATCU INITIATIVE
3-9 Local Church Officers and Departmental
Directors
10-16 Love and Unity in the Church
17-23 Successful Enditnow Emphasis Weekend
24-30 Back-to-School Preparation
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NOTICE TO ALL SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CONTRACTORS

Dear Contractors,
The Administration invites you to submit bids for the
following projects:

- Bahamas Academy Gymnasium

- La Senda De La Vida and Trinity Church Buildings
Please contact Elder Okell Damastus using the
information below to make arrangements to review
project plans and submitting sealed bids.

Email: odamastus@sbcadventist.org.bs.
Phone: (242) 468-7881
Thank you for your participation.
-Administration

SERVICE OF APPRECIATION
The South Bahamas Conference and the Atlantic
Caribbean Union Mission are honored to welcome
our son of the soil, the newly minted General
Conference Vice President, Dr. Leonard A. Johnson,
and his wife, Sis. Denise Johnson to their home.

Event: Service of Appreciation to God for Dr.
Leonard A. Johnson’s life and ministry

Date: Sabbath, August 30", 2025

Time: 5:30 p.m.

Venue: Hillview Seventh-day Adventist Church
Purpose: A formal expression of gratitude and
celebration of God’s guidance and blessings in Dr.
Johnson’s ministry.

In light of the significance of this occasion, the
conference kindly requests that all other activities be
cancelled or postponed so that our members can fully
participate in this celebration. Please begin promoting
this event within your respective churches and
schools so that attendance reflects the importance of
this milestone. Thank you for your cooperation and
support as we celebrate this remarkable achievement.
Administration

South Bahamas Conference

END IT NOW

EndItNow Emphasis Day will be held globally on
August 23", 2025. The focus will be on raising
awareness of the abuse of the elderly. The Women’s
Ministries Department will conduct various visits to
elderly homes throughout New Providence and South
Andros. Also, care packages will be shipped to the
family islands for distribution.
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BIBLE CLASS
Bible Class will be held August 25™, 2025, at 7:00 pm
at the Maranatha Church’s fellowship hall and online.
TOPIC: Creation vs. Evolution: What are the Facts?
For further information, contact Pastor Lynden
Williams: at lwilliams@sbcadventist.org.bs.

BAHAMAS ACADEMY
Employment Opportunity
Bahamas Academy is looking to hire an Elementary
Computer Teacher starting January 1, 2026.

Application Requirements
To be considered for the position, applicants must
email the following documents to Mrs. Juliette Sands,
Education Director of South Bahamas Conference,
at jsands@sbcadventist.org.bs:
®  Bachelor’s degree with a teacher’s
certificate

Resume
Passport-sized picture
®  Police record

Application Deadline

(] Computer Teacher: October 3, 2025
-Juliette Sands
Education and Sabbath School Director



mailto:lwilliams@sbcadventist.org.bs

Bahamas Academy Back-to-School Dates
August 25-29, 2025 - Orientation Week*
*All students are to report to school
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SAT ANNOUNCEMENT
Bahamas Academy is a Sunday test site for the SAT
Examination. Our next sitting is September 14, 2025.
The registration deadline is August 29, 2025. If you
are interested in sitting this examination, please
contact our SAT Coordinator via email at
tdixon@bahamasacademy.org.
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SBC RETIREES’ ASSOCIATION
The South Bahamas Conference Retirees' Association
will hold its monthly meeting on Thursday, August
28" 2025, at the Philadelphia Church. All are
invited to attend.
-Mary Morris
Secretary, Treasurer
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HILLVIEW CHURCH
Calling All Seniors! Hillview Church will conclude
its annual Seniors Week, this Sabbath, August 23",
2025, under the theme, Empowering Elderly Voices
for an Inclusive Future.
7:00 AM (Online) — Early Morning Prayer: Praise,
Prayers & Testimonies
9:15 AM - Sabbath School
11:00 AM — END-IT-NOW Divine Worship: "Abuse
and Care of the Elderly" — Speaker: Pastor Leonardo
Rahming
6:00 PM - "Pillars of Praise" — A Hymn fest
Celebration of Hymns of That Brought Us Through

} Sabbath School
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__ "Pillars Of Praise”
Vespers Service

ASI MISSION TRIP
ASI Bahamas will embark on its African Mission Trip
from October 15-31, 2025, to Nigeria. Interested
individuals who would like to travel can contact the
following individuals for more information:
Ian Greene - 556-0492
David Williams - 433-6917
Magnal Thompson - 422-0358
Shandera Smith - 428-4251

ASI FUN RUN WALK
ASI Bahamas will host a FUN RUN WALK this
Sunday, August 24", 2025, at 6 am. The 5k route
begins at Goodman’s Bay Beach to Old Melia Hotel
and Back. The 10k route will also begin at

Goodman’s Bay beach to Sandy Port and back.

.

REGISTRATION - S30AM.
WARM UP - 545 AM.

SUNDAY AUGUST 24 @ 6:
HEALTH NUGGET: 730 A M. - 745 AM

5KGoodman's Bay to Old Melia Hotel
10K Goodman's Bay to Sandy Port & back

GRANT’S TOWN CHURCH

Dare to Be Different AY and Social
Celebrating VICTORY in Christ, the Dare to Be
Different Camporee Team invites all campers,
counselors, and friends to a session of praise and
thanksgiving. Join us at the Living Faith Church,
Sabbath, August 23" at 6 pm as we reflect on our
week at camp and reaffirm our commitment to being
Different in Christ. Immediately following AY, there
will be a grand old time social. We are inviting you to
meet us there.

NEW PROVIDENCE CHURCH
The New Providence Church will celebrate Education
Sabbath on August 30", 2025. On August 31%, the
church will host a back-to-school drive with free
haircuts and braiding. All are invited to attend.

New Providence Seventh-Ooy Adventist Church
Education and Family Life~
Departments |

Under the theme
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL COLLABORATION
Get ready for a Back-to-School Boot Camp, on
Sunday, September 7, 2025, at 11 a.m. at the Hillview
Seventh-day Adventist Church on Tonique Williams
Darling Highway. This event is a collaboration
between the Health Ministries Department, the Youth
and Children and Adolescence Ministries
Departments. From dental, eye, and mental health
checks to health screenings, food and fitness demos,
budgeting tips, giveaways and more. We’ve got
everything to get students and teachers ready for
success this school year!
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CHAM & WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

The Children and Adolescent Ministries and
Women’s Ministries will hold a powerful and
practical training session for all girls and young
women ages 8-25. The training will be held under the
theme, Flowing with Confidence, on Sunday,
September 21, 2025, at the Philadelphia Church from
10 am-12 pm. Registration is a must! Click here to
register: https:/forms.gle/iIENWx7VGgP32StWo7

FLOWING WITH
CONFIDENCE

A TRAINING FOR GIRLS AGES.
87025 ON MENSTRUATION

® sunday, September 21

© 10AM-12PM

Q Philadelphia
Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

GISTRA
RES A MOSON

CLICK THE LINK
TO REGISTER
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
World Pathfinders’ Day
On September 20, 2025, Pathfinders around the world
will celebrate the General Conference Adventist
Youth Ministries Pathfinder Day under the theme
Pathfinders on Purpose. Connect with your local
church Pathfinder leader for more information.
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PURP

ERS )
OB'E

WORLD PATHFINDER DAY
SEPT 20™
202s

ATCU Pathfinder Camporee

The Atlantic Caribbean Union will hold its 2™
Pathfinder Camporee, under the theme, Strong
Finish! The camp will be held on Grand Cayman,
Cayman Islands, from April 1-8, 2026, and will
include the four territories of the union, as well as
international campers from other regions. Contact
your local Pathfinder club director for registration
details.

COMING SOON

2NO ATLANTICCARIBBEAN UNION PATHFINDER CAMPOREE

PLUS INTERNATIONAL CAMPERS

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL PATHFINDER CLUB DIRECTOR
FOR REGISTRATION AND MORE INFORMATION
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Please Email Weekly Announcements

To: sbelogos@gmail.com
Or logos@sbcadventist.org.bs
By Tuesday at 3:00 p.m.
Visit the Conference website:
http://southbahamasconference.org
for the Logos publication archives and the ATV658
NEWS, as well as weekly programming.
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SUPPORT YOUR MEDIA NETWORK

Connect by Tuneln Radio
@ WORD SBC 88 3FM
On Cable TV Channel 988

@) ks’
@SBC MEDIA NETWORK
Youl™® @South Bahamas Conference

SUN SETS NEXT SABBATH
Saturday, August 30, 2025
@ 7:30 p.m.

Have a Happy Sabbath!
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ADVENTIST TELEVISION
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