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A Journey of Faith
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ife often unfolds through unexpected turns,

decisions made under pressure, and

experiences that push us out of our comfort

zones. For Ricky Oliveras, what started as an
ordinary mission trip to The Bahamas in 2004 became
a pivotal part of his spiritual journey. Oliveras shared
his testimony while attending the 62nd General
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri.

When Ricky was first asked to join his local church’s
youth mission trip, he was hesitant. As a high school
student, Ricky wasn’t particularly eager to spend his
summer on a mission; rather, he preferred spending
his break with his friends and enjoying regular
summer activities at home. After talking with his
parents and his youth pastor, Ricky reluctantly agreed
to travel.

Ricky said, “Little did I know how much the two
weeks there would impact my life. It really
transformed my life.”

After arriving on Bimini, Ricky’s church group
participated in various activities for the church and
the local community.

The mission trip focused on several key projects,
including Vacation Bible School for the local children
and participating in community service. The group
also helped clean up the local church.

Although the scheduled activities were impactful,
Ricky shared that the most valuable part of the trip
was the relationships he built with the local
community.

“But, for me, the most important thing was getting to
connect with the local community. And sharing Jesus
with them. And you know they shared Jesus with me
as well,” he said.

The two weeks in Bimini changed Ricky’s life,
leading him to make the most important spiritual
decision of his life.

“At the end of those two weeks, I made the decision
to be baptized for the first time, and in the waters of
Bimini, I went down into the waters and came up as a
new person, and it was incredible,” he shared.

For Ricky, faith was both the motivation and the
result of his journey. The mission trip strengthened
his relationship with God and gave him the

confidence to openly declare his beliefs. Faith, for
Ricky, was no longer just another doctrine but a lived
experience shaped by service, community, and
personal reflection. More than ten years later, Ricky
currently advocates for the global mission at
Adventist Mission.

As you go through this life’s journey, remember the
lessons from Ricky’s story: follow the call of the Holy
Spirit, build meaningful connections, and stay open to
the transformative power of service and faith. In
doing so, you may find yourself, like Ricky, emerging
from your own experiences renewed, inspired, and
ready for what’s next.

We praise God for testimonies like Ricky Oliveras’
that show the Holy Spirit is still impacting individuals
today. You can watch the full interview on the South
Bahamas Conference YouTube page.

Michelle Greene
SBC Communications Department
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ADVENTIST CHURCHES AS HURRICANE
SHELTERS

Cat Island - Seaview Seventh-day Adventist Church
Grand Bahama - Shiloh Seventh-day Adventist
Church
Inagua - New Life Seventh-day Adventist Church
New Providence - Berea Seventh-day Adventist
Church; Grants Town Seventh-day Adventist
Church; Hillview Seventh-day Adventist Church;
Maranatha Seventh-day Adventist Church
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AUGUST
1-310rientation for new students entering public
universities
2 Adventurer and Pathfinder Bible Connection Finals

Literature/Tract Distribution (Community Impact)
3 SBC Joint Prayer Meeting
Continuation of Lay Certification Evangelism
Training
5 Spirit of Prophecy Continuing Education
6 Continuing Education for Spirit of Prophecy Directors
Continuing Education for Publishing Ministries
Directors
9 Evangelism Training Graduation
Lay Pulpit Exchange
Adventist Youth Bible Connection Finals
16 Men’s Power Hour (MPH)
17 Church Music Coordinators’ Meeting
17-23 SBC Lay Campaign
23 End It Now Emphasis Day
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PUSH ATCU INITIATIVE
3-9 Local Church Officers and Departmental
Directors
10-16 Love and Unity in the Church
17-23 Successful Enditnow Emphasis Weekend
24-30 Back-to-School Preparation
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NOTICE TO ALL SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CONTRACTORS

Dear Contractors,
The Administration invites you to submit bids for the
following projects:

- Bahamas Academy Gymnasium

- La Senda De La Vida and Trinity Church Buildings
Please contact Elder Okell Damastus using the
information below to make arrangements to review
project plans and submitting sealed bids.

Email: odamastus@sbcadventist.org.bs.
Phone: (242) 468-7881
Thank you for your participation.
-Administration
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BIBLE CLASS
Bible Class will be held August 4™, 2025, at 7:00 pm
at the Maranatha Church’s fellowship hall and online.
TOPIC: How to supercharge your Bible Study and
Sermon Prep. using Artificial Intelligence and free
Bible software. For further information, contact

Pastor Lynden Williams: at
Iwilliams@sbcadventist.org.bs.
BAHAMAS ACADEMY

Employment Opportunity
Bahamas Academy is looking to hire a Secondary
Science Teacher for the 2025-2026 school year and
an Elementary Computer Teacher starting January
1,2026.

Application Requirements

To be considered for either position, applicants must
email the following documents to Mrs. Juliette Sands,
Education Director of South Bahamas Conference,
at jsands@sbcadventist.org.bs:

. Bachelor’s degree with a teacher’s
certificate

Resume
Passport-sized picture
° Police record

Application Deadlines
®  Science Teacher: August 12, 2025

L] Computer Teacher: October 3, 2025
-Juliette Sands
Education and Sabbath School Director

Bahamas Academy Back-to-School Dates
August 22, 2025 - New Student Orientation
August 25-29, 2025 - Orientation Week*

*All students are to report to school
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NEW PROVIDENCE CHURCH
The New Providence Church will celebrate Education
Sabbath on August 30", 2025. On August 31%, the
church will host a back-to-school drive with free
haircuts and braiding. All are invited to attend.

Vacation Bible School at New Providence Church
will begin Monday, August 4™ and will conclude
August 9™, 2025.


mailto:lwilliams@sbcadventist.org.bs

TRINITY CHURCH

The Trinity SDA Community Services, Youth &
Music Departments invite you to its Cultural Food
Experience and Yard Sale on Sunday, August 3, 2025
(11:00 am to 5:00 pm). There will be International
Dishes and Treats, and the Bouncing Castle for the
kids. Bring your family and friends. See you there!

- F. Reason/A. Rolle/L. Ferguson

SUNDAY AUGUST 3, 2025
11:00AM - 5:00PM

SDA CHURCH
PRESENTS
A >
Cultural |
Food ~
Experience ¢
and
Yard Sale

NATIVE DISHES FROM:
2, Haiti,

Cricen in-be-2ag ol fiters, Pz,
G df, Sclp sl Curied dshes,
Fesival, Baan el Bread,Cocond
Bennie cake, Switcha (lemonade)

Jamaica, Barbados,
and The Bahamas

%o o% o
PR

GOOD NEWS CHURCH
Good News Church is hosting a back-to-school drive,
with a goal to bless 200 students with workbooks and
other school supplies. Interested individuals who
would like to contribute to this initiative can contact
341-4162 for more information.
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GOOD NEWS SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
BACK TO SCHOOL DRIVE

BOOKIT!

' 200 WORKBOOK GIFT CARDS
& OXFORD DICTIONARIES

& COMPOSITION BOOKS

& PLASTIC FOLDERS

& FOLDER SHEETS

& BINDERS
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ASI MISSION TRIP
ASI Bahamas will be traveling African Mission Trip
from October 9-30, 2025. The team will visit two
countries- Nigeria from October 10-20, and Ghana
from October 20-29. Interested individuals who
would like to travel can contact the following
individuals for more information:
Tan Greene - 556-0492
David Williams - 433-6917
Magnal Thompson - 422-0358
Shandera Smith - 428-4251
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END IT NOW
EndItNow Emphasis Day will be held globally on
August 23, 2025. The focus will be on raising
awareness on the abuse of the elderly. Contact your
local women’s ministry leader for more information
and service resources.

endithow

Adventists Say No to Violence
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WHOLISTIC LIFESTYLE

Public Health Lecture Series
Join Wholistic Lifestyle with guest presenter, Dr.
Mark Sandoval with the topic: Healing the Broken
Mind. On August 17th, 5:00 — 6:15 pm via Zoom. For

more information: WhatsApp: 826-8486 or email:
lifestylecounsellor64@gmail.com

Zoom: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/84423390600.
Meeting ID: 844 2339 0600

Passcode: wellness

Wellness
and Prevention "
PUBLIC HEALTH SERIES

» Sunday,
August 17th, 2025
(© 5:00 - 6:15 PM

wolis,
Ry, 33

Dr. Mark Sandoval, MD
¥ President, New Paradigm Ministries

JOIN US AND LEARN TODAY! g,

Monthly Fun/Run Walk
You are all invited to the Step into Wellness Fun Run
Walk on August 10 This is a monthly Community
Fun/Run Walk, which is held the second Sunday
monthly. Starting time: 6:00am. Goodman’s Bay.
Come join in the fun and be a part of a vibrant

wellness and fitness community. For further
information, WhatsApp 826-8486 or
email lifestylecounsellor64@gmail.com
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“STEP INTO WELLNESS
COMMUNITY FUN RUN/WALK”

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 2025
© 6:00AM
Q GOODMAN'S BAY
Route: Goodman's Bay to Sandy Port cnd back (Runners)
Goodman's Bay to Quality Market and back (walkers)
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NEW ENGLERSTON CHURCH

Oreta Munroe who worked at BA cafe has a heart

condition and needs surgery, and so the family is

reaching out to our brothers and sisters in Christ for

assistance. For more information, contact Charity
Bennett 395-6390.

-Charity Bennett,

New Englerston Church
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URGENT CARE REQUEST

A senior Adventist male who is critically ill and

immobile, urgently needs daily support to deal with

personal care. Individuals able and willing to

volunteer a day, specific time of day, a few hours, or

a week, kindly call Barrington Brennen on 327 1980
or 477 4002.

-Pastor Nikita Thompson

Community Services Director
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YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
AY Bible Connection
The 2025 AY Bible Connection has been rescheduled
for Sabbath, August 16, at Maranatha church. Come
out and support your church participant in this faith-
building and Bible study initiative.

Pathfinder Camp
Pathfinder Camp, under the theme, “Dare to
Different”, will be held in Eleuthera from August 4-
10, 2025.

Pathfinder Band
We are excited to announce the relaunch of the South
Bahamas Conference pathfinder band coming soon.
For more information contact the Youth Department
at 341-4021.

COMING
SOON
=

SBC
PATHFINDER
BAND

World Pathfinders’ Day
On September 20, 2025, Pathfinders around the world
will celebrate the General Conference Adventist
Youth Ministries Pathfinder Day under the theme
Pathfinders on Purpose. Connect with your local
church Pathfinder leader for more information on how
you can be a part of the day.

WORLD PATHFINDER DAY

SEPT 20™
202S
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Please Email Weekly Announcements

To: shclogos@gmail.com

Or logos@sbcadventist.org.bs
By Tuesday at 3:00 p.m.
Visit the Conference website:
http://southbahamasconference.org
for the Logos publication archives and the ATV658
NEWS, as well as weekly programming.
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SUPPORT YOUR MEDIA NETWORK

e Connect by Tuneln Radio
@ WORD SBC 88 3FM
On Cable TV Channel 988

(O) ITys

@SBC MEDIA NETWORK
Youff @South Bahamas Conference

SUN SETS NEXT SABBATH
Saturday, August 9, 2025
@ 7:49 p.m.

Have a Happy Sabbath!
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