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Why Are So Many Leaving the Church? 
 

 

Something central seems to be 
missing. 

FEATURE ARTICLE 
By	Errol	Webster,	Adventist	Record,	
and	Adventist	Review  

 
is name was Mark — a young Austrian 
in his early twenties. I met him as I was 
leaving the Hare Krishna temple in 

New Delhi, India. I had been traveling to India 
to find out what attracts Western youth to 
Eastern mysticism.  

I boarded a bus back to the city center, and 
Mark, who had also been at the temple, came on 
board and sat next to me. He fingered a string 
of Buddhist prayer beads in his left hand, while 
he flipped through some flashcards with Hindu 
sayings in his right. 

In our conversation, he asked me what I did. 
“I’m a Christian minister,” I said.  

His eyes lit up and his voice brightened as he 
said, “I read the Bible and loved Jesus.”  

I was intrigued. “How come you’re into Eastern 
meditation?” I asked. “Is that compatible with 
the teachings of Jesus?”  

His reply threw me. He said, “I started to go to 
church and lost Jesus.” 

He lost Jesus in church! How could that be? If 
Mark had gone to an Adventist church, would 
his new-found love for Jesus have been 
nurtured, or would he have become a statistic of 
the more than 42 percent who have left the 
Adventist Church in the past 50 years or more? 

Jeff Parker, Adventist youth director for 
Australia, revealed at the 2018 Youth 
Engagement Summit that “around 62 percent of 
young people who attend a church in Australia 
leave before they’re 30.”1 
Adventist Church researcher Monte Sahlin said 
survey findings show that the cause of members 
leaving the Adventist Church has less to do with 
doctrinal disagreements “than with problems 
people experience in their personal 
lives.”2 Church historian David Trim also said 
the “creeping secularization” of our world is a 
factor.3 

This begs the question: If knowing our 
doctrines does not sustain members during 
personal crises or fortify them against 
secularism, is there something missing from our 
teaching? 

When Lee Venden conducted revival programs 
among Adventists in North America for 
members who already attend church, he found 
that less than 25 percent spend any personal 
time in daily Bible study and prayer. He also 
found that the majority lack assurance of 
salvation and openly admit that they don’t have 
a daily walk with Christ. His research also 
showed that even though those joining the 
church see our doctrines as biblical, they don’t 
see Jesus as the center of each of them. Too 
many come to church but don’t come to Jesus.4 

Many members are struggling spiritually. 
We’ve taught them our doctrines but somehow 
haven’t introduced them to Jesus. 

One study of Adventist millennials (born 
between 1980 and 2000) who still attend church 
revealed that they have a more negative view of 
the Adventist Church than U.S. millennials in 
general have about their churches.5 That being 

the case, we can see why the 2013 Summit on 
Nurture and Retention recommended “that 

building loving and Christlike relationships 
within the local church must be an urgent 
necessity.”6 
Another survey of 18- to 35-year-olds who have 
stayed with the church revealed that less than 
one in four engage in Bible study daily, and 
nearly three-quarters (73.5 percent) had no 
assurance of salvation.7 If this is true of a 
majority of young adults who remain in the 
church, what could this indicate about those 
who have left the church? 
 
A Secular Society 
What Trim stated about the “creeping 
secularization” of our society and its effects, 
particularly via entertainment media, is true. 
Today, in the West, we live in a post-Christian 
society characterized by a lack of meaning and 
purpose. For this generation, truth is relative. In 
deciding what’s right or wrong, the individual 
becomes his or her own subjective authority. 
People live comfortably with contradictions; 
profession and practice don’t have to match. 
Research organization Barna Group’s 
2018 Gen Z report agrees: “Moral relativism is 
taking deeper root in America. One-quarter of 
Gen Z [born between 1999 and 2015] strongly 
agrees that what is morally right and wrong 
changes over time based on society . . . [and] 
each individual is his or her moral arbiter. Only 
34 percent of Gen Z agree that ‘lying is morally 
wrong.’”8 
To illustrate, “post-truth”was named the 
Oxford Dictionaries Word of the Year in 2016. 
The word denotes an appeal to emotion and 
personal beliefs in shaping public opinion, more 
than objective facts. The prefix “post” has 
usually meant “after,” as in “post-war.” In post-
truth, it means truth “has become unimportant 
or irrelevant.” Oxford Dictionaries product 
director Casper Grathwohl considers that post-
truth could become “one of the defining words 
of our time.”9 

This is the era of “fake news,” “alternative 
facts,” “conflicting narratives,” and when “truth 
isn’t truth.” 

Fake news, defined as “false, often sensational, 
information disseminated under the guise of 
news reporting,” was named the Collins 
Dictionary Word of the Year in 2017.10 
In its report, “Trends Shaping a Post-Truth Era” 
(January 9, 2018), Barna Group found that 
“truth is increasingly regarded as something felt 
rather than something known.”11 Since the 
1960s, Western society has become 
progressively more subjective. 
On the effects of this “creeping secularization,” 
Trim concluded that “the fabric of most 
Adventist local churches is not sufficient to 
stem this tide.”12 Can people have a life-
changing experience that can fortify them 
against secularism and personal crises, without 
coming to Jesus? 
 
Not Just in the West 
It’s not just in the West where members have 
joined the church but not “come to Jesus.” 
Rwanda was a nation where 95 percent of the 

population claimed to be Christian, including 
more than 275,000 Adventists, or about 10 
percent of the population at the time. Church 
leaders described Rwanda as the most 
Adventist country in the world. That is, until 
1994, when the genocide took place, as the Hutu 
majority slaughtered more than 800,000 
minority Tutsis. The dead included more than 
12,000 Adventists.13  
The terrible truth is that many Adventist church 
members and pastors were involved in the 
genocide and, it is reported, they maintained 
their Adventism by scrupulously resting from 
killing on the Saturday Sabbath.14  
What Robert Folkenberg, then president of the 
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 
saw when he visited Rwanda moved him more 
than anything he had ever seen. “What 
happened in Rwanda,” he declared, “islargely 
the result of unconverted people who carried the 
name of Christ.” 

After spending time on his knees, Folkenberg 
came to one conclusion: “The gospel did not 
fail. The cross of Christ did not fail, the Holy 
Spirit did not fail.… We, as pastors, failed.… 
As religious leaders we let down God, Christ, 
and the people of Rwanda.… We must, I 
believe, confess our sins before God. 

“What is required,” declared Folkenberg, is for 
“spiritual leaders … to call for conversion and 
transformation.”15 Have we taken the 
implications of what happened in Rwanda, and 
Folkenberg’s words in response, seriously? 

People can be quite religious and be sincere 
about it, without being Christians. 

What’s the Answer? 
Baptism does not equate to conversion. Should 
we have more emphasis on conversion to Jesus, 
rather than on baptism? Could it be that we 
spend more time talking about the Beast, 
creating righteousness by fear, than talking 
about the Lamb, who credits us with 
righteousness by faith? 

Carlyle B. Haynes was an Adventist evangelist, 
bringing people into the church, when the 
realization came to him that he “had been 
preaching for fifteen years and yet was an 
unconverted man.” 

“I had neglected the first simple childlike step 
of coming to Jesus Christ for myself and, by 
faith in Him, receiving pardon for my sins,” he 
wrote. “God brought me back, after fifteen 
years of preaching this message, to the foot of 
the cross.” 

When we turn away from our “own works and 
look alone to Christ for salvation,” Haynes 
shared, “God declares that [person] just. This 
declaration of God is grounded on the finished 
work of our Lord.”16 

This is the good news of the gospel. 

This article was featured in the Adventist 
Review on February 21, 2020 as written by 
Errol Webster. 
https://www.adventistreview.org/why-are-so-
many-leaving-the-church 

  
FROM THE EDITOR 

Are you interested in writing the lead 
article for the Logos?  
 Please send an email to         

             lsturrup@sbcadventist.org.bs 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
DECEMBER 2021 

11         4th Quarter Youth Day Local Church 
11         Health Emphasis Day 
18         CHAM Fun Day 
23         SBC Festival of Carols 
24         Music Day (a.m.) Local Churches 
             Christmas Production (All Media       
             Platforms) 

 
JANUARY 2022 

1           Day of Prayer and Fasting (I Will Go)  
4           Union Office Reopens  
5 – 15   Ten Days of Prayer  
8           Health Ministries Emphasis Day  
             Centennial Consecration Service  
9           C.H.A.M Council Meeting 

8 – 31   Centennial Evangelism 
8 – February 12 - Footprints of Hope Mega        
             Campaign 
10         Cayman Islands Conference Year-end  
             Audit 
11         Turks and Caicos Islands Conference 
12         Year-end Audit North Bahamas    
              Conference  
13          Year-end Audit South Bahamas   
              Conference  
             Year-end Audit  
15          Religious Liberty Day 
18          Special GC Session 
22          Adventist Youth Society Online 
25 – 27  Family Ministries Certification 
28 – May 7 - One Hundred Days of Prayer 
29          Monthly Baptism Day 
29 – February 19 - International Evangelist     
               Campaigns 
31 – February 4 - Ministerial Family Week of  
                Prayer 
 

vvvvvvvvvvvv 
FROM THE DESK OF THE 

PRESIDENT 
As we draw closer to the end of the year 2021, 
and prepare to welcome in the new year, 2022, 
I am asking that we give careful attention to the 
following dates and unite in prayer regarding 
them. 
1. December 31, 2021 - Launch of the 
Atlantic Caribbean Union/ATCU 2022 
Prayer Initiative.  We are requesting that you 
make this a part of your New Year’s Eve praise 
and worship service. Please take a few minutes 
to introduce the prayer cards which will be sent 
out electronically to you. Encourage every 
member to save it on their phones or computers 
for easy access. You will be hearing more from 
me on this as we draw closer to the end of year. 
 
2.  January 1, 2022 - Day of Prayer and 
Fasting. This date has been set aside by the 
General Conference for Adventists in every 
country to unite in prayer, giving God thanks 
for His preserving and protecting care; and to 
seek His presence and blessings upon us 
throughout the year 2022. Let us reflect on our 
prayers and take them to the God, who is 
longing and anxious to bless His people. 
 
3. January 5 - 15, 2022 - Ten Days of 
Prayer. This is an annual event that benefits the 
Church around the world. It will begin exactly 
ten days before the start of the mega 
evangelistic campaign which will involve all 
the English-speaking unions of the Inter-
American Division. We will be having 
Evangelist Glen Samuels from the Jamaica 
Union as our speaker for this campaign. Let us 
unite in praying for the preacher and for the 
success of this campaign as we prepare for 
breaking the glass ceiling in evangelism (in the 
English-speaking Unions). The Ten Days of 
Prayer will end on the very evening that the 
Footprints of Hope Evangelistic Campaign 
begins. What a glorious opportunity for us to do 
more for God at this time, than we have ever 
done before.  

-Pastor Kenny Deveaux, President, South 
Bahamas Conference. 

 

HAPPENING THIS WEEKEND 
YOUTH MINISTRIES 

DEPARTMENT 
Park & Agape Praise 

Christmas Edition 
In Conjunction with the Children & 
Adolescent Ministries Department. 

Sabbath, December 11, 2021 @4:00p.m. 
Pray and prepare for a blessing! 
Invite your family and friends! 

Stay tuned for more details! 
-Pastor Jamal Franklyn, Youth Director. 

 
vvv 

Adventist Book & Nutrition Center 
SAVE THE DATE 

The Adventist Book & Nutrition Center will 
have a 20% storewide Christmas sale Tuesday, 
December 21st, Wednesday, December 
22nd and Thursday, December 23rd, 2021. 
Social distancing will be in effect. Our online 
website is also available at sbcabnc.com. Don’t 
forget to bring your reusable shopping bags. 

 
vvv 
 

ADRA Bahamas - Disaster & Famine 
Relief Offering 

On December 18th, our Church will be 
collecting funds for the Disaster and Famine 
Relief Offering, which helps ADRA respond 
immediately to disasters as they occur. Get the 
latest updates at facebook.com/ADRABAS. 

 -Ms. Shavonne Sherman 
Communications & Marketing Manager 

ADRA, The Bahamas. 
 

vvv 
CHILDREN & ADOLESCENT 
MINISTRIES DEPARTMENT 

SAVE THE DATE 
December 18, 2021@ 6:30p.m. -8:30p.m. – 
C.H.A.M (Virtual) Night of Fun & Games | 

Ages 4 – 15 years. 
Theme: Modern Superheroes for Christ. 

Children and adults in attendance are asked to 
come in your costumes. 

Zoom Information Will Follow. 
-Mrs. Lavern A. Sturrup, Director, Children & 
Adolescent Ministries Department. 
 

vvv 
HEALTH MINISTRIES 

DEPARTMENT 
Adventist Health Professionals (AHPA) and 

Health Ministries Department 
End of Year Social 

You are all invited to the End of Year Social for 
AHPA and Health Ministries Department on 
Sunday, 12 December at 2:00p.m, Camp 
BamiVoca, Marshall Road. COVID19 protocol 
will be enforced.  To RSVP call or WhatsApp 
465-9515 or 455-2373 by November 30, 2021. 
A small donation is required. Part proceeds will 
aid the Mary Ingraham Home.   

-Mrs. Nathelyn LaCroix,  
Health Ministries, Director. 

 
vvv 

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 
DEPARTMENT   
Devotional Update  

Ladies, the Devotionals are ready! 
Please give your interest for a copy to your 
Local Leader so that we can begin the ordering 
process. Please note that all sale proceeds will 
be used for Women’s Ministries Community 
Outreach Programs in 2022. 

  
Upcoming Events  

Wednesday Pause & Pray Special Edition 
December 22nd, 2021, 2021| 12:00p.m.-12:30p.m. 

Prayer Focus:  The Joy of Giving and Being a 
Good Steward 

Zoom ID: 98113813577 
Password: 094045 

  
 

Women’s Ministries Holiday  
Gift Boxes Give-Away 

Please see your Local Leader for details on 
how you can participate. 

  
Remember to Pause & Pray with us 
virtually each Wednesday at noon. 

  
If you have any questions, comments or 
suggestions or need additional information on 
any of our initiatives, kindly email us 
at SBCwomensministries@sbcadventist.org.
bs   --Mrs. Jacqueline Gibson, Women’s 
Ministries Director. 
 

vvv 
AGAPE CHURCH  

On behalf of the Agape Church, the Pastor and 
members would like to express our profound 
and sincerest gratitude to each of you who have 
made our first virtual concert a success. 
Whether you did a live performance, ministered 
via video or graciously joined us virtually, we 
were very honored to have you as our special 
guests; and we say, "Thank you!" It was truly a 
night of Blessings, Inspiration and Enjoyment! 
Our hearts were truly enriched because of you! 
We pray God's richest blessings on each of you 
as you continue to give the God, we serve all the 
Glory, Honor, Praise and Thanksgiving due to 
His name! – Mrs. Lyndell Hanna 
Communications Dept., Agape Church. 
 

vvv 
 

Grant’s Town Holiday Toy Drive 
The Adventist Youth, Family, Community 
Services and Children’s Ministries of the 
Grant’s Town Church are hosting a Holiday 
Toy Drive for children of the Bain and Grant’s 
Town community between the ages of 4 -12. 
Toys or donations can be dropped off at Grant’s 
Town Community Service Center Mondays & 
Wednesdays – 8:00a.m – 12:00 p.m., Tuesdays 
– 8:00a.m – 3:00p.m, Thursdays & Fridays – 
8:00a.m – 12:00p.m. Donations will be 
accepted until December 19th, 2021. If you 
would like further information, please contact 
456-3546 or 454-0816. – Ms. Scharlee 
Thompson. 

vvv 
 

EVENING OF PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
The Music Department of the Good News 
Seventh-day Adventist Church invites you to 
“An Evening of Praise & Worship with Open 
Praise & Friends” on Saturday, December 18th, 
2021 at 5:00 p.m. at the Good News Seventh-
day Adventist Church, Great Britain Street, 
Flamingo Gardens. Please come and be 
blessed!! A love offering will also be collected. 
(Covid protocols will be enforced). 
 

  
Please Email Weekly Announcements 

To: sbclogos@gmail.com 
Or logos@sbcadventist.org.bs 

By Tuesday at 3:00p.m. 
 

Visit the Conference website: 
http://southbahamasconference.org 

for the Logos publication archives & the 
ATV658 NEWS, as well as weekly 

programming. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

CALL 341-4021 
SUN SETS NEXT SABBATH 
December 18, 2021 @ 5:24p.m. 

 

‘Living by the Word of God’ 
Connect by TuneIn Radio 
@ WORD SBC 88 3FM 

SUPPORT YOUR MEDIA NETWORK 


