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GENESIS:
CHAPTERS 1-2.

King James



Chapter1

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day.

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters
from the waters.

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from
the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.

9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let
the dry land appear: and it was so.

10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas:
and God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding
fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it
was so.

16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule
the night: he made the stars also.

17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,

18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and
God saw that it was good.

19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw
that it was good.



22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and
let fowl multiply in the earth.

23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping
thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for
meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth
upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening
and the morning were the sixth day.

Chapter 2

1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his
work which God created and made.

4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day
that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,

5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew:
for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the
ground.



6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.

7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.

8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had
formed.

9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good
and evil.

10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became
into four heads.

11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold;

12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone.

13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of
Ethiopia.

14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria.
And the fourth river is Euphrates.

15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep
it.

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat:

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help
meet for him.

19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the
air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called
every living creature, that was the name thereof.

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field;
but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.



21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of
his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her
unto the man.

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and
they shall be one flesh.

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
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Chapter 2—The Creation
This chapter is based on Genesis 1,2

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath
of His mouth.” “For He spake, and it was;” “He commanded, and it stood fast.” Psalm
33:6, 9. He “laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed forever.”
Psalm 104:5.

As the earth came forth from the hand of its Maker, it was exceedingly beautiful. Its
surface was diversified with mountains, hills, and plains, interspersed with noble rivers
and lovely lakes; but the hills and mountains were not abrupt and rugged, abounding in
terrific steeps and frightful chasms, as they now do; the sharp, ragged edges of earth’s
rocky framework were buried beneath the fruitful soil, which everywhere produced a
luxuriant growth of verdure. There were no loathsome swamps or barren deserts.
Graceful shrubs and delicate flowers greeted the eye at every turn. The heights were
crowned with trees more majestic than any that now exist. The air, untainted by foul
miasma, was clear and healthful. The entire landscape outvied in beauty the decorated
grounds of the proudest palace. The angelic host viewed the scene with delight, and
rejoiced at the wonderful works of God.

After the earth with its teeming animal and vegetable life had been called into existence,
man, the crowning work of the Creator, and the one for whom the beautiful earth had
been fitted up, was brought upon the stage of action. To him was given dominion over
all that his eye could behold; for “God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our
likeness: and let them have dominion over ...all the earth.... So God created man in His
own image; ...male and female created He them.” Here is clearly set forth the origin of
the human race; and the divine record is so plainly stated that there is no occasion for
erroneous conclusions. God created man in His own image. Here is no mystery. There is
no ground for the supposition that man was evolved by slow degrees of development
from the lower forms of animal or vegetable life. Such teaching lowers the great work of
the Creator to the level of man’s narrow, earthly conceptions. Men are so intent upon
excluding God from the sovereignty of the universe that they degrade man and defraud
him of the dignity of his origin. He who set the starry worlds on high and tinted with
delicate skill the flowers of the field, who filled the earth and the heavens with the wonders
of His power, when He came to crown His glorious work, to place one in the midst to
stand as ruler of the fair earth, did not fail to create a being worthy of the hand that gave
him life. The genealogy of our race, as given by inspiration, traces back its origin, not to
a line of developing germs, mollusks, and quadrupeds, but to the great Creator. Though
formed from the dust, Adam was “the son of God.”

He was placed, as God’s representative, over the lower orders of being. They cannot
understand or acknowledge the sovereignty of God, yet they were made capable of loving
and serving man. The psalmist says, “Thou madest him to have dominion over the works
of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet: ... the beasts of the field; the fowl
of the air, ... and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.” Psalm 8:6-8.

Man was to bear God’s image, both in outward resemblance and in character. Christ



alone is “the express image” (Hebrews 1:3) of the Father; but man was formed in the
likeness of God. His nature was in harmony with the will of God. His mind was capable
of comprehending divine things. His affections were pure; his appetites and passions were
under the control of reason. He was holy and happy in bearing the image of God and in
perfect obedience to His will.

As man came forth from the hand of his Creator, he was of lofty stature and perfect
symmetry. His countenance bore the ruddy tint of health and glowed with the light of life
and joy. Adam’s height was much greater than that of men who now inhabit the earth.
Eve was somewhat less in stature; yet her form was noble, and full of beauty. The sinless
pair wore no artificial garments; they were clothed with a covering of light and glory,
such as the angels wear. So long as they lived in obedience to God, this robe of light
continued to enshroud them.

After the creation of Adam every living creature was brought before him to receive its
name; he saw that to each had been given a companion, but among them “there was not
found an help meet for him.” Among all the creatures that God had made on the earth,
there was not one equal to man. And God said, “It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him an help meet for him.” Man was not made to dwell in solitude; he
was to be a social being. Without companionship the beautiful scenes and delightful
employments of Eden would have failed to yield perfect happiness. Even communion
with angels could not have satisfied his desire for sympathy and companionship. There
was none of the same nature to love and to be loved.

God Himself gave Adam a companion. He provided “an help meet for him”—a helper
corresponding to him—one who was fitted to be his companion, and who could be one
with him in love and sympathy. Eve was created from a rib taken from the side of Adam,
signifying that she was not to control him as the head, nor to be trampled under his feet
as an inferior, but to stand by his side as an equal, to be loved and protected by him. A
part of man, bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh, she was his second self, showing the
close union and the affectionate attachment that should exist in this relation. “For no
man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it.” Ephesians 5:29.
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife;
and they shall be one.”

God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution has for its originator the Creator
of the universe. “Marriage is honorable” (Hebrews 13:4); it was one of the first gifts of
God to man, and it is one of the two institutions that, after the Fall, Adam brought with
him beyond the gates of Paradise. When the divine principles are recognized and obeyed
in this relation, marriage is a blessing; it guards the purity and happiness of the race, it
provides for man’s social needs, it elevates the physical, the intellectual, and the moral
nature.



“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the man whom
He had formed.” Everything that God had made was the perfection of beauty, and
nothing seemed wanting that could contribute to the happiness of the holy pair; yet the
Creator gave them still another token of His love, by preparing a garden especially for
their home. In this garden were trees of every variety, many of them laden with fragrant
and delicious fruit. There were lovely vines, growing upright, yet presenting a most
graceful appearance, with their branches drooping under their load of tempting fruit of
the richest and most varied hues. It was the work of Adam and Eve to train the branches
of the vine to form bowers, thus making for themselves a dwelling from living trees
covered with foliage and fruit. There were fragrant flowers of every hue in rich profusion.
In the midst of the garden stood the tree of life, surpassing in glory all other trees. Its fruit
appeared like apples of gold and silver, and had the power to perpetuate life.

The creation was now complete. “The heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them.” “And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very
good.” Eden bloomed on earth. Adam and Eve had free access to the tree of life. No taint
of sin or shadow of death marred the fair creation. “The morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” Job 38:7.

The great Jehovah had laid the foundations of the earth; He had dressed the whole world
in the garb of beauty and had filled it with things useful to man; He had created all the
wonders of the land and of the sea. In six days the great work of creation had been
accomplished. And God “rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had
made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it He had rested
from all His work which God created and made.” God looked with satisfaction upon the
work of His hands. All was perfect, worthy of its divine Author, and He rested, not as
one weary, but as well pleased with the fruits of His wisdom and goodness and the
manifestations of His glory.

After resting upon the seventh day, God sanctified it, or set it apart, as a day of rest for
man. Following the example of the Creator, man was to rest upon this sacred day, that
as he should look upon the heavens and the earth, he might reflect upon God’s great work
of creation; and that as he should behold the evidences of God’s wisdom and goodness,
his heart might be filled with love and reverence for his Maker.

In Eden, God set up the memorial of His work of creation, in placing His blessing upon
the seventh day. The Sabbath was committed to Adam, the father and representative of
the whole human family. Its observance was to be an act of grateful acknowledgment, on
the part of all who should dwell upon the earth, that God was their Creator and their
rightful Sovereign; that they were the work of His hands and the subjects of His authority.
Thus the institution was wholly commemorative, and given to all mankind. There was
nothing in it shadowy or of restricted application to any people.

God saw that a Sabbath was essential for man, even in Paradise. He needed to lay aside
his own interests and pursuits for one day of the seven, that he might more fully
contemplate the works of God and meditate upon His power and goodness. He needed a
Sabbath to remind him more vividly of God and to awaken gratitude because all that he
enjoyed and possessed came from the beneficent hand of the Creator.



God designs that the Sabbath shall direct the minds of men to the contemplation of His
created works. Nature speaks to their senses, declaring that there is a living God, the
Creator, the Supreme Ruler of all. “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament showeth His handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night
showeth knowledge.” Psalm 19:1, 2. The beauty that clothes the earth is a token of God’s
love. We may behold it in the everlasting hills, in the lofty trees, in the opening buds and
the delicate flowers. All speak to us of God. The Sabbath, ever pointing to Him who
made them all, bids men open the great book of nature and trace therein the wisdom, the
power, and the love of the Creator.

Our first parents, though created innocent and holy, were not placed beyond the
possibility of wrongdoing. God made them free moral agents, capable of appreciating the
wisdom and benevolence of His character and the justice of His requirements, and with
full liberty to yield or to withhold obedience. They were to enjoy communion with God
and with holy angels; but before they could be rendered eternally secure, their loyalty
must be tested. At the very beginning of man’s existence a check was placed upon the
desire for self-indulgence, the fatal passion that lay at the foundation of Satan’s fall. The
tree of knowledge, which stood near the tree of life in the midst of the garden, was to be
a test of the obedience, faith, and love of our parents. While permitted to eat freely of
every other tree, they were forbidden to taste of this, on pain of death. They were also to
be exposed to the temptations of Satan; but if they endured the trial, they would finally
be placed beyond his power, to enjoy perpetual favor with God.

God placed man under law, as an indispensable condition of his very existence. He was
a subject of the divine government, and there can be no government without law. God
might have created man without the power to transgress His law; He might have withheld
the hand of Adam from touching the forbidden fruit; but in that case man would have
been, not a free moral agent, but a mere automaton. Without freedom of choice, his
obedience would not have been voluntary, but forced. There could have been no
development of character. Such a course would have been contrary to God’s plan in
dealing with the inhabitants of other worlds. It would have been unworthy of man as an
intelligent being, and would have sustained Satan’s charge of God’s arbitrary rule.

God made man upright; He gave him noble traits of character, with no bias toward evil.
He endowed him with high intellectual powers, and presented before him the strongest
possible inducements to be true to his allegiance. Obedience, perfect and perpetual, was
the condition of eternal happiness. On this condition he was to have access to the tree of
life.



The home of our first parents was to be a pattern for other homes as their children should
go forth to occupy the earth. That home, beautified by the hand of God Himself, was not
a gorgeous palace. Men, in their pride, delight in magnificent and costly edifices and glory
in the works of their own hands; but God placed Adam in a garden. This was his dwelling.
The blue heavens were its dome; the earth, with its delicate flowers and carpet of living
green, was its floor; and the leafy branches of the goodly trees were its canopy. Its walls
were hung with the most magnificent adornings—the handiwork of the great Master
Artist. In the surroundings of the holy pair was a lesson for all time—that true happiness
is found, not in the indulgence of pride and luxury, but in communion with God through
His created works. If men would give less attention to the artificial, and would cultivate
greater simplicity, they would come far nearer to answering the purpose of God in their
creation. Pride and ambition are never satisfied, but those who are truly wise will find
substantial and elevating pleasure in the sources of enjoyment that God has placed within
the reach of all.

To the dwellers in Eden was committed the care of the garden, “to dress it and to keep
it.” Their occupation was not wearisome, but pleasant and invigorating. God appointed
labor as a blessing to man, to occupy his mind, to strengthen his body, and to develop his
faculties. In mental and physical activity Adam found one of the highest pleasures of his
holy existence. And when, as a result of his disobedience, he was driven from his beautiful
home, and forced to struggle with a stubborn soil to gain his daily bread, that very labor,
although widely different from his pleasant occupation in the garden, was a safeguard
against temptation and a source of happiness. Those who regard work as a curse,
attended though it be with weariness and pain, are cherishing an error. The rich often
look down with contempt upon the working classes, but this is wholly at variance with
God’s purpose in creating man. What are the possessions of even the most wealthy in
comparison with the heritage given to the lordly Adam? Yet Adam was not to be idle.
Our Creator, who understands what is for man’s happiness, appointed Adam his work.
The true joy of life is found only by the working men and women. The angels are diligent
workers; they are the ministers of God to the children of men. The Creator has prepared
no place for the stagnating practice of indolence.

While they remained true to God, Adam and his companion were to bear rule over the
earth. Unlimited control was given them over every living thing. The lion and the lamb
sported peacefully around them or lay down together at their feet. The happy birds flitted
about them without fear; and as their glad songs ascended to the praise of their Creator,
Adam and Eve united with them in thanksgiving to the Father and the Son.

The holy pair were not only children under the fatherly care of God but students
receiving instruction from the all-wise Creator. They were visited by angels, and were
granted communion with their Maker, with no obscuring veil between. They were full of
the vigor imparted by the tree of life, and their intellectual power was but little less than
that of the angels. The mysteries of the visible universe—“the wondrous works of Him
which is perfect in knowledge” (Job 37:16)—afforded them an exhaustless source of
instruction and delight. The laws and operations of nature, which have engaged men’s
study for six thousand years, were opened to their minds by the infinite Framer and
Upholder of all. They held converse with leaf and flower and tree, gathering from each
the secrets of its life.



With every living creature, from the mighty leviathan that playeth among the waters to
the insect mote that floats in the sunbeam, Adam was familiar. He had given to each its
name, and he was acquainted with the nature and habits of all. God’s glory in the
heavens, the innumerable worlds in their orderly revolutions, “the balancings of the
clouds,” the mysteries of light and sound, of day and night—all were open to the study
of our first parents. On every leaf of the forest or stone of the mountains, in every shining
star, in earth and air and sky, God’s name was written. The order and harmony of
creation spoke to them of infinite wisdom and power. They were ever discovering some
attraction that filled their hearts with deeper love and called forth fresh expressions of
gratitude.

So long as they remained loyal to the divine law, their capacity to know, to enjoy, and
to love would continually increase. They would be constantly gaining new treasures of
knowledge, discovering fresh springs of happiness, and obtaining clearer and yet clearer
conceptions of the immeasurable, unfailing love of God.
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King James



Chapter1

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the
morning were the first day.

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters
from the waters.

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from
the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.

9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let
the dry land appear: and it was so.

10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas:
and God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding
fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding
fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.

14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:

15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it
was so.

16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule
the night: he made the stars also.

17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,

18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and
God saw that it was good.

19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw
that it was good.



22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and
let fowl multiply in the earth.

23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping
thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for
meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth
upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening
and the morning were the sixth day.

Chapter 2

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his
work which God created and made.

4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day
that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,

5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew:
for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the
ground.



6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.

7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.

8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had
formed.

9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good
and evil.

10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became
into four heads.

11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where
there is gold;

12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone.

13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of
Ethiopia.

14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria.
And the fourth river is Euphrates.

15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep
it.

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat:

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help
meet for him.

19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the
air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called
every living creature, that was the name thereof.

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field;
but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.



21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of
his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her
unto the man.

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh.

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

Chapter 3

1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made.
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat
of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall
be as gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes,
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also
unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the
garden.

9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid
myself.



11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof 1
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and
I did eat.

13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat
all the days of thy life:

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou
shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast
eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of'it: cursed is the ground
for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.
21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and
now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from
whence he was taken.

24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a
flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.



Chapter 4

1And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man
from the Lord.

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of
the ground.

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering
unto the Lord.

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord
had respect unto Abel and to his offering:

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his
countenance fell.

6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.
And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that
Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my
brother's keeper?

10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the
ground.

11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy
brother's blood from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive
and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater than I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I
be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every
one that findeth me shall slay me.

15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on
him sevenfold. And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.

16 And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east
of Eden.

17 And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called
the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.



18 And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methusael:
and Methusael begat Lamech.

19 And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the
other Zillah.

20 And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle.
21 And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ.

22 And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructer of every artificer in brass and iron: and the
sister of Tubalcain was Naamabh.

23 And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech,
hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt.

24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.

25 And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For God, said
she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.

26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men
to call upon the name of the Lord.

Chapter 5

This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of
God made he him;

2 Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day
when they were created.

3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, and after
his image; and called his name Seth:

4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons
and daughters:

5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.
6 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos:

7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and
daughters:



8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died.
9 And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan:

10 And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and
daughters:

11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and he died.
12 And Cainan lived seventy years and begat Mahalaleel:

13 And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begat sons
and daughters:

14 And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died.
15 And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared:

16 And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and
daughters:

17 And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died.

18 And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch:

19 And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:
20 And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died.

21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:

22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons
and daughters:

23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
25 And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech.

26 And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat
sons and daughters:



27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.
28 And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son:

29 And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and
toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed.

30 And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons
and daughters:

31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he died.

32 And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Chapter 6

1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were
born unto them,

2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives
of all which they chose.

3 And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his
days shall be an hundred and twenty years.

4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in
unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which
were of old, men of renown.

5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6 And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.
7 And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have
made them.

8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

9 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and
Noah walked with God.

10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his
way upon the earth.



13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within
and without with pitch.

15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three
hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.

16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door
of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make
it.

17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein
is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.

18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.

19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep
them alive with thee; they shall be male and female.

20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth
after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall
be for food for thee, and for them.

22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.
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Chapter 3—The Temptation and Fall
This chapter is based on Genesis 3.

No longer free to stir up rebellion in heaven, Satan’s enmity against God found a new field in plotting
the ruin of the human race. In the happiness and peace of the holy pair in Eden he beheld a vision of
the bliss that to him was forever lost. Moved by envy, he determined to incite them to disobedience,
and bring upon them the guilt and penalty of sin. He would change their love to distrust and their songs
of praise to reproaches against their Maker. Thus he would not only plunge these innocent beings into
the same misery which he was himself enduring, but would cast dishonor upon God, and cause grief in
heaven.

Our first parents were not left without a warning of the danger that threatened them. Heavenly
messengers opened to them the history of Satan’s fall and his plots for their destruction, unfolding more
fully the nature of the divine government, which the prince of evil was trying to overthrow. It was by
disobedience to the just commands of God that Satan and his host had fallen. How important, then,
that Adam and Eve should honor that law by which alone it was possible for order and equity to be
maintained.

The law of God is as sacred as God Himself. It is a revelation of His will, a transcript of His character,
the expression of divine love and wisdom. The harmony of creation depends upon the perfect
conformity of all beings, of everything, animate and inanimate, to the law of the Creator. God has
ordained laws for the government, not only of living beings, but of all the operations of nature.
Everything is under fixed laws, which cannot be disregarded. But while everything in nature is governed
by natural laws, man alone, of all that inhabits the earth, is amenable to moral law. To man, the
crowning work of creation, God has given power to understand His requirements, to comprehend the
justice and beneficence of His law, and its sacred claims upon him; and of man unswerving obedience
1s required.

Like the angels, the dwellers in Eden had been placed upon probation; their happy estate could be
retained only on condition of fidelity to the Creator’s law. They could obey and live, or disobey and
perish. God had made them the recipients of rich blessings; but should they disregard His will, He who
spared not the angels that sinned, could not spare them; transgression would forfeit His gifts and bring
upon them misery and ruin.

The angels warned them to be on their guard against the devices of Satan, for his efforts to ensnare
them would be unwearied. While they were obedient to God the evil one could not harm them; for, if
need be, every angel in heaven would be sent to their help. If they steadfastly repelled his first
insinuations, they would be as secure as the heavenly messengers. But should they once yield to
temptation, their nature would become so depraved that in themselves they would have no power and
no disposition to resist Satan.

The tree of knowledge had been made a test of their obedience and their love to God. The Lord had
seen fit to lay upon them but one prohibition as to the use of all that was in the garden; but if they
should disregard His will in this particular, they would incur the guilt of transgression. Satan was not
to follow them with continual temptations; he could have access to them only at the forbidden tree.
Should they attempt to investigate its nature, they would be exposed to his wiles. They were admonished
to give careful heed to the warning which God had sent them and to be content with the instruction
which He had seen fit to impart.

In order to accomplish his work unperceived, Satan chose to employ as his medium the serpent—a
disguise well adapted for his purpose of deception. The serpent was then one of the wisest and most
beautiful creatures on the earth. It had wings, and while flying through the air presented an appearance
of dazzling brightness, having the color and brilliancy of burnished gold. Resting in the rich-laden
branches of the forbidden tree and regaling itself with the delicious fruit, it was an object to arrest the
attention and delight the eye of the beholder. Thus in the garden of peace lurked the destroyer, watching
for his prey.



The angels had cautioned Eve to beware of separating herself from her husband while occupied in their
daily labor in the garden; with him she would be in less danger from temptation than if she were alone.
But absorbed in her pleasing task, she unconsciously wandered from his side. On perceiving that she
was alone, she felt an apprehens10n of danger, but dismissed her fears, deciding that she had sufficient
wisdom and strength to discern evil and to withstand it. Unmindful of the angels’ caution, she soon
found herself gazing with mingled curiosity and admiration upon the forbidden tree. The fruit was very
beautiful, and she questioned with herself why God had withheld it from them. Now was the tempter’s
opportunity. As if he were able to discern the workings of her mind, he addressed her: “Yea, hath God
said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” Eve was surprised and startled as she thus seemed to
hear the echo of her thoughts. But the serpent continued, in a musical voice, with subtle praise of her
surpassing loveliness; and his words were not displeasing. Instead of fleeing from the spot she lingered
wonderingly to hear a serpent speak. Had she been addressed by a being like the angels, her fears would
have been excited; but she had no thought that the fascinating serpent could become the medium of the
fallen foe.

To the tempter’s ensnaring question she replied: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: but
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil.”

By partaking of this tree, he declared, they would attain to a more exalted sphere of existence and enter
a broader field of knowledge. He himself had eaten of the forbidden fruit, and as a result had acquired
the power of speech. And he insinuated that the Lord jealously desired to withhold it from them, lest
they should be exalted to equality with Himself. It was because of its wonderful properties, imparting
wisdom and power, that He had prohibited them from tasting or even touching it. The tempter
intimated that the divine warning was not to be actually fulfilled; it was designed merely to intimidate
them. How could it be possible for them to die? Had they not eaten of the tree of life? God had been
seeking to prevent them from reaching a nobler development and finding greater happiness.

Such has been Satan’s work from the days of Adam to the present, and he has pursued it with great
success. He tempts men to distrust God’s love and to doubt His wisdom. He is constantly seeking to
excite a spirit of irreverent curiosity, a restless, inquisitive desire to penetrate the secrets of divine
wisdom and power. In their efforts to search out what God has been pleased to withhold, multitudes
overlook the truths which He has revealed, and which are essential to salvation. Satan tempts men to
disobedience by leading them to believe they are entering a wonderful field of knowledge. But this is all
a deception. Elated with their ideas of progression, they are, by trampling on God’s requirements,
setting their feet in the path that leads to degradation and death.

Satan represented to the holy pair that they would be gainers by breaking the law of God. Do we not
today hear similar reasoning? Many talk of the narrowness of those who obey God’s commandments,
while they themselves claim to have broader ideas and to enjoy greater liberty. What is this but an echo
of the voice from Eden, “In the day ye eat thereof " —transgress the divine requirement—"ye shall be as
gods”? Satan claimed to have received great good by eating of the forbidden fruit, but he did not let it
appear that by transgression he had become an outcast from heaven. Though he had found sin to result
in infinite loss, he concealed his own misery in order to draw others into the same position. So now the
transgressor seeks to disguise his true character; he may claim to be holy; but his exalted profession
only makes him the more dangerous as a deceiver. He is on the side of Satan, trampling upon the law
of God, and leading others to do the same, to their eternal ruin.

Eve really believed the words of Satan, but her belief did not save her from the penalty of sin. She
disbelieved the words of God, and this was what led to her fall. In the judgment men will not be
condemned because they conscientiously believed a lie, but because they did not believe the truth,
because they neglected the opportunity of learning what is truth. Notwithstanding the sophistry of
Satan to the contrary, it is always disastrous to disobey God. We must set our hearts to know what is
truth. All the lessons which God has caused to be placed on record in His word are for our warning
and instruction. They are given to save us from deception. Their neglect will result in ruin to ourselves.
Whatever contradicts God’s word, we may be sure proceeds from Satan.



The serpent plucked the fruit of the forbidden tree and placed it in the hands of the half-reluctant Eve.
Then he reminded her of her own words, that God had forbidden them to touch it, lest they die. She
would receive no more harm from eating the fruit, he declared, than from touching it. Perceiving no
evil results from what she had done, Eve grew bolder. When she “saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat.” It was grateful to the taste, and as she ate, she seemed to feel a vivifying power,
and imagined herself entering upon a higher state of existence. Without a fear she plucked and ate. And
now, having herself transgressed, she became the agent of Satan in working the ruin of her husband. In
a state of strange, unnatural excitement, with her hands filled with the forbidden fruit, she sought his
presence, and related all that had occurred.

An expression of sadness came over the face of Adam. He appeared astonished and alarmed. To the
words of Eve he replied that this must be the foe against whom they had been warned; and by the divine
sentence she must die. In answer she urged him to eat, repeating the words of the serpent, that they
should not surely die. She reasoned that this must be true, for she felt no evidence of God’s displeasure,
but on the contrary realized a delicious, exhilarating influence, thrilling every faculty with new life,
such, she imagined, as inspired the heavenly messengers.

Adam understood that his companion had transgressed the command of God, disregarded the only
prohibition laid upon them as a test of their fidelity and love. There was a terrible struggle in his mind.
He mourned that he had permitted Eve to wander from his side. But now the deed was done; he must
be separated from her whose society had been his joy. How could he have it thus? Adam had enjoyed
the companionship of God and of holy angels. He had looked upon the glory of the Creator. He
understood the high destiny opened to the human race should they remain faithful to God. Yet all these
blessings were lost sight of in the fear of losing that one gift which in his eyes outvalued every other.
Love, gratitude, loyalty to the Creator—all were overborne by love to Eve. She was a part of himself,
and he could not endure the thought of separation. He did not realize that the same Infinite Power who
had from the dust of the earth created him, a living, beautiful form, and had in love given him a
companion, could supply her place. He resolved to share her fate; if she must die, he would die with
her. After all, he reasoned, might not the words of the wise serpent be true? Eve was before him, as
beautiful and apparently as innocent as before this act of disobedience. She expressed greater love for
him than before. No sign of death appeared in her, and he decided to brave the consequences. He seized
the fruit and quickly ate.

After his transgression Adam at first imagined himself entering upon a higher state of existence. But
soon the thought of his sin filled him with terror. The air, which had hitherto been of a mild and uniform
temperature, seemed to chill the guilty pair. The love and peace which had been theirs was gone, and
in its place they felt a sense of sin, a dread of the future, a nakedness of soul. The robe of light which
had enshrouded them, now disappeared, and to supply its place they endeavored to fashion for
themselves a covering; for they could not, while unclothed, meet the eye of God and holy angels.

They now began to see the true character of their sin. Adam reproached his companion for her folly in
leaving his side and permitting herself to be deceived by the serpent; but they both flattered themselves
that He who had given them so many evidences of His love, would pardon this one transgression, or
that they would not be subjected to so dire a punishment as they had feared.

Satan exulted in his success. He had tempted the woman to distrust God’s love, to doubt His wisdom,
and to transgress His law, and through her he had caused the overthrow of Adam.

But the great Lawgiver was about to make known to Adam and Eve the consequences of their
transgression. The divine presence was manifested in the garden. In their innocence and holiness they
had joyfully welcomed the approach of their Creator; but now they fled in terror, and sought to hide
in the deepest recesses of the garden. But “the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where
art thou? And he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I
hid myself. And He said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof |
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?”

Adam could neither deny nor excuse his sin; but instead of manifesting penitence, he endeavored to
cast the blame upon his wife, and thus upon God Himself: “The woman whom Thou gavest to be with



me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” He who, from love to Eve, had deliberately chosen to forfeit
the approval of God, his home in Paradise, and an eternal life of joy, could now, after his fall, endeavor
to make his companion, and even the Creator Himself, responsible for the transgression. So terrible is
the power of sin.

When the woman was asked, “What is this that thou hast done?” she answered, “The serpent beguiled
me, and I did eat.” “Why didst Thou create the serpent? Why didst Thou suffer him to enter Eden?”—
these were the questions implied in her excuse for her sin. Thus, like Adam, she charged God with the
responsibility of their fall. The spirit of self-justification originated in the father of lies; it was indulged
by our first parents as soon as they yielded to the influence of Satan, and has been exhibited by all the
sons and daughters of Adam. Instead of humbly confessing their sins, they try to shield themselves by
casting the blame upon others, upon circumstances, or upon God—making even His blessings an
occasion of murmuring against Him.

The Lord then passed sentence upon the serpent: “Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all
the days of thy life.” Since it had been employed as Satan’s medium, the serpent was to share the
visitation of divine judgment. From the most beautiful and admired of the creatures of the field, it was
to become the most groveling and detested of them all, feared and hated by both man and beast. The
words next addressed to the serpent applied directly to Satan himself, pointing forward to his ultimate
defeat and destruction: “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

Eve was told of the sorrow and pain that must henceforth be her portion. And the Lord said, “Thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” In the creation God had made her the equal
of Adam. Had they remained obedient to God—in harmony with His great law of love—they would
ever have been in harmony with each other; but sin had brought discord, and now their union could be
maintained and harmony preserved only by submission on the part of the one or the other. Eve had
been the first in transgression; and she had fallen into temptation by separating from her companion,
contrary to the divine direction. It was by her solicitation that Adam sinned, and she was now placed
in subjection to her husband. Had the principles enjoined in the law of God been cherished by the fallen
race, this sentence, though growing out of the results of sin, would have proved a blessing to them; but
man’s abuse of the supremacy thus given him has too often rendered the lot of woman very bitter and
made her life a burden.

Eve had been perfectly happy by her husband’s side in her Eden home; but, like restless modern Eves,
she was flattered with the hope of entering a higher sphere than that which God had assigned her. In
attempting to rise above her original position, she fell far below it. A similar result will be reached by
all who are unwilling to take up cheerfully their life duties in accordance with God’s plan. In their
efforts to reach positions for which He has not fitted them, many are leaving vacant the place where
they might be a blessing. In their desire for a higher sphere, many have sacrificed true womanly dignity
and nobility of character, and have left undone the very work that Heaven appointed them.

To Adam the Lord declared: “Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten
of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to
thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return.”

It was not the will of God that the sinless pair should know aught of evil. He had freely given them the
good, and had withheld the evil. But, contrary to His command, they had eaten of the forbidden tree,
and now they would continue to eat of it—they would have the knowledge of evil—all the days of their
life. From that time the race would be afflicted by Satan’s temptations. Instead of the happy labor
heretofore appointed them, anxiety and toil were to be their lot. They would be subject to
disappointment, grief, and pain, and finally to death.

Under the curse of sin all nature was to witness to man of the character and results of rebellion against
God. When God made man He made him rule over the earth and all living creatures. So long as Adam
remained loyal to Heaven, all nature was in subjection to him. But when he rebelled against the divine



law, the inferior creatures were in rebellion against his rule. Thus the Lord, in His great mercy, would
show men the sacredness of His law, and lead them, by their own experience, to see the danger of setting
it aside, even in the slightest degree.

And the life of toil and care which was henceforth to be man’s lot was appointed in love. It was a
discipline rendered needful by his sin, to place a check upon the indulgence of appetite and passion, to
develop habits of self-control. It was a part of God’s great plan of man’s recovery from the ruin and
degradation of sin.

The warning given to our first parents—"“In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”
(Genesis 2:17)—did not imply that they were to die on the very day when they partook of the forbidden
fruit. But on that day the irrevocable sentence would be pronounced. Immortality was promised them
on condition of obedience; by transgression they would forfeit eternal life. That very day they would
be doomed to death.

In order to possess an endless existence, man must continue to partake of the tree of life. Deprived of
this, his vitality would gradually diminish until life should become extinct. It was Satan’s plan that
Adam and Eve should by disobedience incur God’s displeasure; and then, if they failed to obtain
forgiveness, he hoped that they would eat of the tree of life, and thus perpetuate an existence of sin and
misery. But after man’s fall, holy angels were immediately commissioned to guard the tree of life.
Around these angels flashed beams of light having the appearance of a glittering sword. None of the
family of Adam were permitted to pass the barrier to partake of the life-giving fruit; hence there is not
an immortal sinner.

The tide of woe that flowed from the transgression of our first parents is regarded by many as too awful
a consequence for so small a sin, and they impeach the wisdom and justice of God in His dealings with
man. But if they would look more deeply into this question, they might discern their error. God created
man after His own likeness, free from sin. The earth was to be peopled with beings only a little lower
than the angels; but their obedience must be tested; for God would not permit the world to be filled
with those who would disregard His law. Yet, in His great mercy, He appointed Adam no severe test.
And the very lightness of the prohibition made the sin exceedingly great. If Adam could not bear the
smallest of tests, he could not have endured a greater trial had he been entrusted with higher
responsibilities.

Had some great test been appointed Adam, then those whose hearts incline to evil would have excused
themselves by saying, “This is a trivial matter, and God is not so particular about little things.” And
there would be continual transgression in things looked upon as small, and which pass unrebuked
among men. But the Lord has made it evident that sin in any degree is offensive to Him.

To Eve it seemed a small thing to disobey God by tasting the fruit of the forbidden tree, and to tempt
her husband also to transgress; but their sin opened the floodgates of woe upon the world. Who can
know, in the moment of temptation, the terrible consequences that will result from one wrong step?

Many who teach that the law of God is not binding upon man, urge that it is impossible for him to
obey its precepts. But if this were true, why did Adam suffer the penalty of transgression? The sin of
our first parents brought guilt and sorrow upon the world, and had it not been for the goodness and
mercy of God, would have plunged the race into hopeless despair. Let none deceive themselves. “The
wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23. The law of God can no more be transgressed with impunity now
than when sentence was pronounced upon the father of mankind.



After their sin Adam and Eve were no longer to dwell in Eden. They earnestly entreated that they might
remain in the home of their innocence and joy. They confessed that they had forfeited all right to that
happy abode, but pledged themselves for the future to yield strict obedience to God. But they were told
that their nature had become depraved by sin; they had lessened their strength to resist evil and had
opened the way for Satan to gain more ready access to them. In their innocence they had yielded to
temptation; and now, in a state of conscious guilt, they would have less power to maintain their
Integrity.

In humility and unutterable sadness they bade farewell to their beautiful home and went forth to dwell
upon the earth, where rested the curse of sin. The atmosphere, once so mild and uniform in temperature,
was now subject to marked changes, and the Lord mercifully provided them with a garment of skins as
a protection from the extremes of heat and cold.

As they witnessed in drooping flower and falling leaf the first signs of decay, Adam and his companion
mourned more deeply than men now mourn over their dead. The death of the frail, delicate flowers was
indeed a cause of sorrow; but when the goodly trees cast off their leaves, the scene brought vividly to
mind the stern fact that death is the portion of every living thing.

The Garden of Eden remained upon the earth long after man had become an outcast from its pleasant
paths. The fallen race were long permitted to gaze upon the home of innocence, their entrance barred
only by the watching angels. At the cherubim-guarded gate of Paradise the divine glory was revealed.
Hither came Adam and his sons to worship God. Here they renewed their vows of obedience to that
law the transgression of which had banished them from Eden. When the tide of iniquity overspread the
world, and the wickedness of men determined their destruction by a flood of waters, the hand that had
planted Eden withdrew it from the earth. But in the final restitution, when there shall be “a new heaven
and a new earth” (Revelation 21:1), it is to be restored more gloriously adorned than at the beginning.

Then they that have kept God’s commandments shall breathe in immortal vigor beneath the tree of life;
and through unending ages the inhabitants of sinless worlds shall behold, in that garden of delight, a
sample of the perfect work of God’s creation, untouched by the curse of sin—a sample of what the
whole earth would have become, had man but fulfilled the Creator’s glorious plan.
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Chapter 9—The Literal Week

Like the Sabbath, the week originated at creation, and it has been preserved and brought down
to us through Bible history. God Himself measured off the first week as a sample for successive
weeks to the close of time. Like every other, it consisted of seven literal days. Six days were
employed in the work of creation; upon the seventh, God rested, and He then blessed this day
and set it apart as a day of rest for man.

In the law given from Sinai, God recognized the week, and the facts upon which it is based. After
giving the command, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,” and specifying what shall be
done on the six days, and what shall not be done on the seventh, He states the reason for thus
observing the week, by pointing back to His own example: “For in six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.” Exodus 20:8-11. This reason appears beautiful and forcible
when we understand the days of creation to be literal. The first six days of each week are given to
man for labor, because God employed the same period of the first week in the work of creation.
On the seventh day man is to refrain from labor, in commemoration of the Creator’s rest.

But the assumption that the events of the first week required thousands upon thousands of years,
strikes directly at the foundation of the fourth commandment. It represents the Creator as
commanding men to observe the week of literal days in commemoration of vast, indefinite
periods. This is unlike His method of dealing with His creatures. It makes indefinite and obscure
that which He has made very plain. It is infidelity in its most insidious and hence most dangerous
form; its real character is so disguised that it is held and taught by many who profess to believe
the Bible.

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of His
mouth.” “For He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.” Psalm 33:6, 9. The
Bible recognizes no long ages in which the earth was slowly evolved from chaos. Of each
successive day of creation, the sacred record declares that it consisted of the evening and the
morning, like all other days that have followed. At the close of each day is given the result of the
Creator’s work. The statement is made at the close of the first week’s record, “These are the
generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created.” Genesis 2:4. But this does
not convey the idea that the days of creation were other than literal days. Each day was called a
generation, because that in it God generated, or produced, some new portion of His work.



Geologists claim to find evidence from the earth itself that it is very much older than the Mosaic
record teaches. Bones of men and animals, as well as instruments of warfare, petrified trees, et
cetera, much larger than any that now exist, or that have existed for thousands of years, have been
discovered, and from this it is inferred that the earth was populated long before the time brought
to view in the record of creation, and by a race of beings vastly superior in size to any men now
living. Such reasoning has led many professed Bible believers to adopt the position that the days
of creation were vast, indefinite periods.

But apart from Bible history, geology can prove nothing. Those who reason so confidently upon
its discoveries have no adequate conception of the size of men, animals, and trees before the
Flood, or of the great changes which then took place. Relics found in the earth do give evidence
of conditions differing in many respects from the present, but the time when these conditions
existed can be learned only from the Inspired Record. In the history of the Flood, inspiration has
explained that which geology alone could never fathom. In the days of Noah, men, animals, and
trees, many times larger than now exist, were buried, and thus preserved as an evidence to later
generations that the antediluvians perished by a flood. God designed that the discovery of these
things should establish faith in inspired history; but men, with their vain reasoning, fall into the
same error as did the people before the Flood—the things which God gave them as a benefit, they
turn into a curse by making a wrong use of them.

It 1s one of Satan’s devices to lead the people to accept the fables of infidelity; for he can thus
obscure the law of God, in itself very plain, and embolden men to rebel against the divine
government. His efforts are especially directed against the fourth commandment, because it so
clearly points to the living God, the Maker of the heavens and the earth.

There is a constant effort made to explain the work of creation as the result of natural causes;
and human reasoning is accepted even by professed Christians, in opposition to plain Scripture
facts. There are many who oppose the investigation of the prophecies, especially those of Daniel
and the Revelation, declaring them to be so obscure that we cannot understand them; yet these
very persons eagerly receive the suppositions of geologists, in contradiction of the Mosaic record.
But if that which God has revealed is so difficult to understand, how inconsistent it is to accept
mere suppositions in regard to that which He has not revealed!

“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong
unto us and to our children forever.” Deuteronomy 29:29. Just how God accomplished the work
of creation He has never revealed to men; human science cannot search out the secrets of the Most
High. His creative power is as incomprehensible as His existence.



God has permitted a flood of light to be poured upon the world in both science and art; but when
professedly scientific men treat upon these subjects from a merely human point of view, they will
assuredly come to wrong conclusions. It may be innocent to speculate beyond what God’s word
has revealed, if our theories do not contradict facts found in the Scriptures; but those who leave
the word of God, and seek to account for His created works upon scientific principles, are drifting
without chart or compass upon an unknown ocean. The greatest minds, if not guided by the word
of God in their research, become bewildered in their attempts to trace the relations of science and
revelation. Because the Creator and His works are so far beyond their comprehension that they
are unable to explain them by natural laws, they regard Bible history as unreliable. Those who
doubt the reliability of the records of the Old and New Testaments, will be led to go a step further,
and doubt the existence of God; and then, having lost their anchor, they are left to beat about
upon the rocks of infidelity.

These persons have lost the simplicity of faith. There should be a settled belief in the divine
authority of God’s Holy Word. The Bible is not to be tested by men’s ideas of science. Human
knowledge is an unreliable guide. Skeptics who read the Bible for the sake of caviling, may,
through an imperfect comprehension of either science or revelation, claim to find contradictions
between them; but rightly understood, they are in perfect harmony. Moses wrote under the
guidance of the Spirit of God, and a correct theory of geology will never claim discoveries that
cannot be reconciled with his statements. All truth, whether in nature or in revelation, is consistent
with itself in all its manifestations.

In the word of God many queries are raised that the most profound scholars can never answer.
Attention is called to these subjects to show us how much there is, even among the common things
of everyday life, that finite minds, with all their boasted wisdom, can never fully understand.

Yet men of science think that they can comprehend the wisdom of God, that which He has done
or can do. The idea largely prevails that He is restricted by His own laws. Men either deny or
ignore His existence, or think to explain everything, even the operation of His Spirit upon the
human heart; and they no longer reverence His name or fear His power. They do not believe in
the supernatural, not understanding God’s laws or His infinite power to work His will through
them. As commonly used, the term “laws of nature” comprises what men have been able to
discover with regard to the laws that govern the physical world; but how limited is their
knowledge, and how vast the field in which the Creator can work in harmony with His own laws
and yet wholly beyond the comprehension of finite beings!



Many teach that matter possesses vital power—that certain properties are imparted to matter,
and it is then left to act through its own inherent energy; and that the operations of nature are
conducted in harmony with fixed laws, with which God Himself cannot interfere. This is false
science, and is not sustained by the word of God. Nature is the servant of her Creator. God does
not annul His laws or work contrary to them, but He is continually using them as His instruments.
Nature testifies of an intelligence, a presence, an active energy, that works in and through her
laws. There is in nature the continual working of the Father and the Son. Christ says, “My Father
worketh hitherto, and I work.” John 5:17.

The Levites, in their hymn recorded by Nehemiah, sang, “Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone;
Thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things
therein, ... and Thou preservest them all.” Nehemiah 9:6. As regards this world, God’s work of
creation is completed. For “the works were finished from the foundation of the world.” Hebrews
4:3. But His energy is still exerted in upholding the objects of His creation. It is not because the
mechanism that has once been set in motion continues to act by its own inherent energy that the
pulse beats and breath follows breath; but every breath, every pulsation of the heart, is an evidence
of the all-pervading care of Him in whom “we live, and move, and have our being.” Acts 17:28.
Itis not because of inherent power that year by year the earth produces her bounties and continues
her motion around the sun. The hand of God guides the planets and keeps them in position in
their orderly march through the heavens. He “bringeth out their host by number: He calleth them
all by names by the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power; not one faileth.” Isaiah
40:26. It is through His power that vegetation flourishes, that the leaves appear and the flowers
bloom. He “maketh grass to grow upon the mountains” (Psalm 147:8), and by Him the valleys
are made fruitful. “All the beasts of the forest ... seek their meat from God,” and every living
creature, from the smallest insect up to man, is daily dependent upon His providential care. In the
beautiful words of the psalmist, “These wait all upon Thee.... That Thou givest them they gather:
Thou openest Thine hand, they are filled with good.” Psalm 104:20, 21, 27, 28. His word controls
the elements; He covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth. “He giveth snow
like wool: He scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.” Psalm 147:16. “When He uttereth His voice,
there 1s a multitude of waters in the heavens, and He causeth the vapors to ascend from the ends
of the earth; He maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of His treasuries.”
Jeremiah 10:13.

God is the foundation of everything. All true science is in harmony with His works; all true
education leads to obedience to His government. Science opens new wonders to our view; she
soars high, and explores new depths; but she brings nothing from her research that conflicts with
divine revelation. Ignorance may seek to support false views of God by appeals to science, but the
book of nature and the written word shed light upon each other. We are thus led to adore the
Creator and to have an intelligent trust in His word.



No finite mind can fully comprehend the existence, the power, the wisdom, or the works of the
Infinite One. Says the sacred writer: “Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out
the Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what
canst thou know? The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.” Job
11:7-9. The mightiest intellects of earth cannot comprehend God. Men may be ever searching,
ever learning, and still there is an infinity beyond.

Yet the works of creation testify of God’s power and greatness. “The heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament showeth His handiwork.” Psalm 19:1. Those who take the written
word as their counselor will find in science an aid to understand God. “The invisible things of
Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even His eternal power and Godhead.” Romans 1:20.
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Chapter 2—The Creation
This chapter is based on Genesis 1,2

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of
His mouth.” “For He spake, and it was;” “He commanded, and it stood fast.” Psalm 33:6, 9.
He “laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed forever.” Psalm 104:5.

As the earth came forth from the hand of its Maker, it was exceedingly beautiful. Its surface
was diversified with mountains, hills, and plains, interspersed with noble rivers and lovely
lakes; but the hills and mountains were not abrupt and rugged, abounding in terrific steeps
and frightful chasms, as they now do; the sharp, ragged edges of earth’s rocky framework
were buried beneath the fruitful soil, which everywhere produced a luxuriant growth of
verdure. There were no loathsome swamps or barren deserts. Graceful shrubs and delicate
flowers greeted the eye at every turn. The heights were crowned with trees more majestic than
any that now exist. The air, untainted by foul miasma, was clear and healthful. The entire
landscape outvied in beauty the decorated grounds of the proudest palace. The angelic host
viewed the scene with delight, and rejoiced at the wonderful works of God.

After the earth with its teeming animal and vegetable life had been called into existence, man,
the crowning work of the Creator, and the one for whom the beautiful earth had been fitted
up, was brought upon the stage of action. To him was given dominion over all that his eye
could behold; for “God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness: and let them
have dominion over ...all the earth.... So God created man in His own image; ...male and
female created He them.” Here is clearly set forth the origin of the human race; and the divine
record is so plainly stated that there is no occasion for erroneous conclusions. God created
man in His own image. Here is no mystery. There is no ground for the supposition that man
was evolved by slow degrees of development from the lower forms of animal or vegetable life.
Such teaching lowers the great work of the Creator to the level of man’s narrow, earthly
conceptions. Men are so intent upon excluding God from the sovereignty of the universe that
they degrade man and defraud him of the dignity of his origin. He who set the starry worlds
on high and tinted with delicate skill the flowers of the field, who filled the earth and the
heavens with the wonders of His power, when He came to crown His glorious work, to place
one in the midst to stand as ruler of the fair earth, did not fail to create a being worthy of the
hand that gave him life. The genealogy of our race, as given by inspiration, traces back its
origin, not to a line of developing germs, mollusks, and quadrupeds, but to the great Creator.
Though formed from the dust, Adam was “the son of God.”

He was placed, as God’s representative, over the lower orders of being. They cannot
understand or acknowledge the sovereignty of God, yet they were made capable of loving and
serving man. The psalmist says, “Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of Thy
hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet: ... the beasts of the field; the fowl of the air, ...
and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.” Psalm 8:6-8.

Man was to bear God’s image, both in outward resemblance and in character. Christ alone
is “the express image” (Hebrews 1:3) of the Father; but man was formed in the likeness of
God. His nature was in harmony with the will of God. His mind was capable of
comprehending divine things. His affections were pure; his appetites and passions were under
the control of reason. He was holy and happy in bearing the image of God and in perfect
obedience to His will.

As man came forth from the hand of his Creator, he was of lofty stature and perfect



symmetry. His countenance bore the ruddy tint of health and glowed with the light of life and
joy. Adam’s height was much greater than that of men who now inhabit the earth. Eve was
somewhat less in stature; yet her form was noble, and full of beauty. The sinless pair wore no
artificial garments; they were clothed with a covering of light and glory, such as the angels
wear. So long as they lived in obedience to God, this robe of light continued to enshroud
them.

After the creation of Adam every living creature was brought before him to receive its name;
he saw that to each had been given a companion, but among them “there was not found an
help meet for him.” Among all the creatures that God had made on the earth, there was not
one equal to man. And God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make
him an help meet for him.” Man was not made to dwell in solitude; he was to be a social being.
Without companionship the beautiful scenes and delightful employments of Eden would have
failed to yield perfect happiness. Even communion with angels could not have satisfied his
desire for sympathy and companionship. There was none of the same nature to love and to
be loved.

God Himself gave Adam a companion. He provided “an help meet for him”—a helper
corresponding to him—one who was fitted to be his companion, and who could be one with
him in love and sympathy. Eve was created from a rib taken from the side of Adam, signifying
that she was not to control him as the head, nor to be trampled under his feet as an inferior,
but to stand by his side as an equal, to be loved and protected by him. A part of man, bone of
his bone, and flesh of his flesh, she was his second self, showing the close union and the
affectionate attachment that should exist in this relation. “For no man ever yet hated his own
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it.” Ephesians 5:29. “Therefore shall a man leave his
father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one.”

God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution has for its originator the Creator of
the universe. “Marriage is honorable” (Hebrews 13:4); it was one of the first gifts of God to
man, and it is one of the two institutions that, after the Fall, Adam brought with him beyond
the gates of Paradise. When the divine principles are recognized and obeyed in this relation,
marriage is a blessing; it guards the purity and happiness of the race, it provides for man’s
social needs, it elevates the physical, the intellectual, and the moral nature.

“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the man whom He
had formed.” Everything that God had made was the perfection of beauty, and nothing
seemed wanting that could contribute to the happiness of the holy pair; yet the Creator gave
them still another token of His love, by preparing a garden especially for their home. In this
garden were trees of every variety, many of them laden with fragrant and delicious fruit. There
were lovely vines, growing upright, yet presenting a most graceful appearance, with their
branches drooping under their load of tempting fruit of the richest and most varied hues. It
was the work of Adam and Eve to train the branches of the vine to form bowers, thus making
for themselves a dwelling from living trees covered with foliage and fruit. There were fragrant
flowers of every hue in rich profusion. In the midst of the garden stood the tree of life,
surpassing in glory all other trees. Its fruit appeared like apples of gold and silver, and had
the power to perpetuate life.



The creation was now complete. “The heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host
of them.” “And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good.” Eden
bloomed on earth. Adam and Eve had free access to the tree of life. No taint of sin or shadow
of death marred the fair creation. “The morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy.” Job 38:7.

The great Jehovah had laid the foundations of the earth; He had dressed the whole world in
the garb of beauty and had filled it with things useful to man; He had created all the wonders
of the land and of the sea. In six days the great work of creation had been accomplished. And
God “rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had made. And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it He had rested from all His work which God
created and made.” God looked with satisfaction upon the work of His hands. All was perfect,
worthy of its divine Author, and He rested, not as one weary, but as well pleased with the
fruits of His wisdom and goodness and the manifestations of His glory.

After resting upon the seventh day, God sanctified it, or set it apart, as a day of rest for man.
Following the example of the Creator, man was to rest upon this sacred day, that as he should
look upon the heavens and the earth, he might reflect upon God’s great work of creation; and
that as he should behold the evidences of God’s wisdom and goodness, his heart might be
filled with love and reverence for his Maker.

In Eden, God set up the memorial of His work of creation, in placing His blessing upon the
seventh day. The Sabbath was committed to Adam, the father and representative of the whole
human family. Its observance was to be an act of grateful acknowledgment, on the part of all
who should dwell upon the earth, that God was their Creator and their rightful Sovereign;
that they were the work of His hands and the subjects of His authority. Thus the institution
was wholly commemorative, and given to all mankind. There was nothing in it shadowy or of
restricted application to any people.

God saw that a Sabbath was essential for man, even in Paradise. He needed to lay aside his
own interests and pursuits for one day of the seven, that he might more fully contemplate the
works of God and meditate upon His power and goodness. He needed a Sabbath to remind
him more vividly of God and to awaken gratitude because all that he enjoyed and possessed
came from the beneficent hand of the Creator.



God designs that the Sabbath shall direct the minds of men to the contemplation of His
created works. Nature speaks to their senses, declaring that there is a living God, the Creator,
the Supreme Ruler of all. “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth
His handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge.”
Psalm 19:1, 2. The beauty that clothes the earth is a token of God’s love. We may behold it in
the everlasting hills, in the lofty trees, in the opening buds and the delicate flowers. All speak
to us of God. The Sabbath, ever pointing to Him who made them all, bids men open the great
book of nature and trace therein the wisdom, the power, and the love of the Creator.

Our first parents, though created innocent and holy, were not placed beyond the possibility
of wrongdoing. God made them free moral agents, capable of appreciating the wisdom and
benevolence of His character and the justice of His requirements, and with full liberty to yield
or to withhold obedience. They were to enjoy communion with God and with holy angels; but
before they could be rendered eternally secure, their loyalty must be tested. At the very
beginning of man’s existence a check was placed upon the desire for self-indulgence, the fatal
passion that lay at the foundation of Satan’s fall. The tree of knowledge, which stood near the
tree of life in the midst of the garden, was to be a test of the obedience, faith, and love of our
parents. While permitted to eat freely of every other tree, they were forbidden to taste of this,
on pain of death. They were also to be exposed to the temptations of Satan; but if they endured
the trial, they would finally be placed beyond his power, to enjoy perpetual favor with God.

God placed man under law, as an indispensable condition of his very existence. He was a
subject of the divine government, and there can be no government without law. God might
have created man without the power to transgress His law; He might have withheld the hand
of Adam from touching the forbidden fruit; but in that case man would have been, not a free
moral agent, but a mere automaton. Without freedom of choice, his obedience would not
have been voluntary, but forced. There could have been no development of character. Such a
course would have been contrary to God’s plan in dealing with the inhabitants of other
worlds. It would have been unworthy of man as an intelligent being, and would have sustained
Satan’s charge of God’s arbitrary rule.

God made man upright; He gave him noble traits of character, with no bias toward evil. He
endowed him with high intellectual powers, and presented before him the strongest possible
inducements to be true to his allegiance. Obedience, perfect and perpetual, was the condition
of eternal happiness. On this condition he was to have access to the tree of life.



The home of our first parents was to be a pattern for other homes as their children should go
forth to occupy the earth. That home, beautified by the hand of God Himself, was not a
gorgeous palace. Men, in their pride, delight in magnificent and costly edifices and glory in
the works of their own hands; but God placed Adam in a garden. This was his dwelling. The
blue heavens were its dome; the earth, with its delicate flowers and carpet of living green, was
its floor; and the leafy branches of the goodly trees were its canopy. Its walls were hung with
the most magnificent adornings—the handiwork of the great Master Artist. In the
surroundings of the holy pair was a lesson for all time—that true happiness is found, not in
the indulgence of pride and luxury, but in communion with God through His created works.
If men would give less attention to the artificial, and would cultivate greater simplicity, they
would come far nearer to answering the purpose of God in their creation. Pride and ambition
are never satisfied, but those who are truly wise will find substantial and elevating pleasure in
the sources of enjoyment that God has placed within the reach of all.

To the dwellers in Eden was committed the care of the garden, “to dress it and to keep it.”
Their occupation was not wearisome, but pleasant and invigorating. God appointed labor as
a blessing to man, to occupy his mind, to strengthen his body, and to develop his faculties. In
mental and physical activity Adam found one of the highest pleasures of his holy existence.
And when, as a result of his disobedience, he was driven from his beautiful home, and forced
to struggle with a stubborn soil to gain his daily bread, that very labor, although widely
different from his pleasant occupation in the garden, was a safeguard against temptation and
a source of happiness. Those who regard work as a curse, attended though it be with weariness
and pain, are cherishing an error. The rich often look down with contempt upon the working
classes, but this is wholly at variance with God’s purpose in creating man. What are the
possessions of even the most wealthy in comparison with the heritage given to the lordly
Adam? Yet Adam was not to be idle. Our Creator, who understands what is for man’s
happiness, appointed Adam his work. The true joy of life is found only by the working men
and women. The angels are diligent workers; they are the ministers of God to the children of
men. The Creator has prepared no place for the stagnating practice of indolence.

While they remained true to God, Adam and his companion were to bear rule over the earth.
Unlimited control was given them over every living thing. The lion and the lamb sported
peacefully around them or lay down together at their feet. The happy birds flitted about them
without fear; and as their glad songs ascended to the praise of their Creator, Adam and Eve
united with them in thanksgiving to the Father and the Son.

The holy pair were not only children under the fatherly care of God but students receiving
instruction from the all-wise Creator. They were visited by angels, and were granted
communion with their Maker, with no obscuring veil between. They were full of the vigor
imparted by the tree of life, and their intellectual power was but little less than that of the
angels. The mysteries of the visible universe—*“the wondrous works of Him which is perfect
in knowledge” (Job 37:16)—afforded them an exhaustless source of instruction and delight.
The laws and operations of nature, which have engaged men’s study for six thousand years,
were opened to their minds by the infinite Framer and Upholder of all. They held converse
with leaf and flower and tree, gathering from each the secrets of its life.



With every living creature, from the mighty leviathan that playeth among the waters to the
insect mote that floats in the sunbeam, Adam was familiar. He had given to each its name,
and he was acquainted with the nature and habits of all. God’s glory in the heavens, the
innumerable worlds in their orderly revolutions, “the balancings of the clouds,” the mysteries
of light and sound, of day and night—all were open to the study of our first parents. On every
leaf of the forest or stone of the mountains, in every shining star, in earth and air and sky,
God’s name was written. The order and harmony of creation spoke to them of infinite wisdom
and power. They were ever discovering some attraction that filled their hearts with deeper
love and called forth fresh expressions of gratitude.

So long as they remained loyal to the divine law, their capacity to know, to enjoy, and to love
would continually increase. They would be constantly gaining new treasures of knowledge,
discovering fresh springs of happiness, and obtaining clearer and yet clearer conceptions of the
immeasurable, unfailing love of God.; 17:4.
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Chapter 9—The Literal Week

Like the Sabbath, the week originated at creation, and it has been preserved and brought down to
us through Bible history. God Himself measured off the first week as a sample for successive weeks
to the close of time. Like every other, it consisted of seven literal days. Six days were employed in
the work of creation; upon the seventh, God rested, and He then blessed this day and set it apart
as a day of rest for man.

In the law given from Sinai, God recognized the week, and the facts upon which it is based. After
giving the command, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,” and specifying what shall be
done on the six days, and what shall not be done on the seventh, He states the reason for thus
observing the week, by pointing back to His own example: “For in six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.” Exodus 20:8-11. This reason appears beautiful and forcible
when we understand the days of creation to be literal. The first six days of each week are given to
man for labor, because God employed the same period of the first week in the work of creation. On
the seventh day man is to refrain from labor, in commemoration of the Creator’s rest.

But the assumption that the events of the first week required thousands upon thousands of years,
strikes directly at the foundation of the fourth commandment. It represents the Creator as
commanding men to observe the week of literal days in commemoration of vast, indefinite periods.
This 1s unlike His method of dealing with His creatures. It makes indefinite and obscure that which
He has made very plain. It is infidelity in its most insidious and hence most dangerous form,; its real
character is so disguised that it is held and taught by many who profess to believe the Bible.

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of His
mouth.” “For He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.” Psalm 33:6, 9. The
Bible recognizes no long ages in which the earth was slowly evolved from chaos. Of each successive
day of creation, the sacred record declares that it consisted of the evening and the morning, like all
other days that have followed. At the close of each day is given the result of the Creator’s work.
The statement is made at the close of the first week’s record, “These are the generations of the
heavens and of the earth when they were created.” Genesis 2:4. But this does not convey the idea
that the days of creation were other than literal days. Each day was called a generation, because
that in it God generated, or produced, some new portion of His work.

Geologists claim to find evidence from the earth itself that it is very much older than the Mosaic
record teaches. Bones of men and animals, as well as instruments of warfare, petrified trees, et
cetera, much larger than any that now exist, or that have existed for thousands of years, have been
discovered, and from this it is inferred that the earth was populated long before the time brought
to view in the record of creation, and by a race of beings vastly superior in size to any men now
living. Such reasoning has led many professed Bible believers to adopt the position that the days of
creation were vast, indefinite periods.

But apart from Bible history, geology can prove nothing. Those who reason so confidently upon



its discoveries have no adequate conception of the size of men, animals, and trees before the Flood,
or of the great changes which then took place. Relics found in the earth do give evidence of
conditions differing in many respects from the present, but the time when these conditions existed
can be learned only from the Inspired Record. In the history of the Flood, inspiration has explained
that which geology alone could never fathom. In the days of Noah, men, animals, and trees, many
times larger than now exist, were buried, and thus preserved as an evidence to later generations that
the antediluvians perished by a flood. God designed that the discovery of these things should
establish faith in inspired history; but men, with their vain reasoning, fall into the same error as did
the people before the Flood—the things which God gave them as a benefit, they turn into a curse
by making a wrong use of them.

It is one of Satan’s devices to lead the people to accept the fables of infidelity; for he can thus
obscure the law of God, in itself very plain, and embolden men to rebel against the divine
government. His efforts are especially directed against the fourth commandment, because it so
clearly points to the living God, the Maker of the heavens and the earth.

There is a constant effort made to explain the work of creation as the result of natural causes; and
human reasoning is accepted even by professed Christians, in opposition to plain Scripture facts.
There are many who oppose the investigation of the prophecies, especially those of Daniel and the
Revelation, declaring them to be so obscure that we cannot understand them; yet these very persons
eagerly receive the suppositions of geologists, in contradiction of the Mosaic record. But if that
which God has revealed is so difficult to understand, how inconsistent it is to accept mere
suppositions in regard to that which He has not revealed!

“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto
us and to our children forever.” Deuteronomy 29:29. Just how God accomplished the work of
creation He has never revealed to men; human science cannot search out the secrets of the Most
High. His creative power is as incomprehensible as His existence.

God has permitted a flood of light to be poured upon the world in both science and art; but when
professedly scientific men treat upon these subjects from a merely human point of view, they will
assuredly come to wrong conclusions. It may be innocent to speculate beyond what God’s word
has revealed, if our theories do not contradict facts found in the Scriptures; but those who leave the
word of God, and seek to account for His created works upon scientific principles, are drifting
without chart or compass upon an unknown ocean. The greatest minds, if not guided by the word
of God in their research, become bewildered in their attempts to trace the relations of science and
revelation. Because the Creator and His works are so far beyond their comprehension that they are
unable to explain them by natural laws, they regard Bible history as unreliable. Those who doubt
the reliability of the records of the Old and New Testaments, will be led to go a step further, and
doubt the existence of God; and then, having lost their anchor, they are left to beat about upon the
rocks of infidelity.

These persons have lost the simplicity of faith. There should be a settled belief in the divine



authority of God’s Holy Word. The Bible is not to be tested by men’s ideas of science. Human
knowledge is an unreliable guide. Skeptics who read the Bible for the sake of caviling, may, through
an imperfect comprehension of either science or revelation, claim to find contradictions between
them; but rightly understood, they are in perfect harmony. Moses wrote under the guidance of the
Spirit of God, and a correct theory of geology will never claim discoveries that cannot be reconciled
with his statements. All truth, whether in nature or in revelation, is consistent with itself in all its
manifestations.

In the word of God many queries are raised that the most profound scholars can never answer.
Attention is called to these subjects to show us how much there is, even among the common things
of everyday life, that finite minds, with all their boasted wisdom, can never fully understand.

Yet men of science think that they can comprehend the wisdom of God, that which He has done
or can do. The idea largely prevails that He is restricted by His own laws. Men either deny or ignore
His existence, or think to explain everything, even the operation of His Spirit upon the human
heart; and they no longer reverence His name or fear His power. They do not believe in the
supernatural, not understanding God’s laws or His infinite power to work His will through them.
As commonly used, the term “laws of nature” comprises what men have been able to discover with
regard to the laws that govern the physical world; but how limited is their knowledge, and how vast
the field in which the Creator can work in harmony with His own laws and yet wholly beyond the
comprehension of finite beings!

Many teach that matter possesses vital power—that certain properties are imparted to matter, and
it is then left to act through its own inherent energy; and that the operations of nature are conducted
in harmony with fixed laws, with which God Himself cannot interfere. This is false science, and is
not sustained by the word of God. Nature is the servant of her Creator. God does not annul His
laws or work contrary to them, but He is continually using them as His instruments. Nature testifies
of an intelligence, a presence, an active energy, that works in and through her laws. There is in
nature the continual working of the Father and the Son. Christ says, “My Father worketh hitherto,
and I work.” John 5:17.

The Levites, in their hymn recorded by Nehemiah, sang, “Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone; Thou
hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things therein, ...
and Thou preservest them all.” Nehemiah 9:6. As regards this world, God’s work of creation is
completed. For “the works were finished from the foundation of the world.” Hebrews 4:3. But His
energy is still exerted in upholding the objects of His creation. It is not because the mechanism that
has once been set in motion continues to act by its own inherent energy that the pulse beats and
breath follows breath; but every breath, every pulsation of the heart, is an evidence of the all-
pervading care of Him in whom “we live, and move, and have our being.” Acts 17:28.



It is not because of inherent power that year by year the earth produces her bounties and continues
her motion around the sun. The hand of God guides the planets and keeps them in position in their
orderly march through the heavens. He “bringeth out their host by number: He calleth them all by
names by the greatness of His might, for that He is strong in power; not one faileth.” Isaiah 40:26.
It is through His power that vegetation flourishes, that the leaves appear and the flowers bloom.
He “maketh grass to grow upon the mountains” (Psalm 147:8), and by Him the valleys are made
fruitful. “All the beasts of the forest ... seek their meat from God,” and every living creature, from
the smallest insect up to man, is daily dependent upon His providential care. In the beautiful words
of the psalmist, “These wait all upon Thee.... That Thou givest them they gather: Thou openest
Thine hand, they are filled with good.” Psalm 104:20, 21, 27, 28. His word controls the elements;
He covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth. “He giveth snow like wool: He
scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.” Psalm 147:16. “When He uttereth His voice, there is a multitude
of waters in the heavens, and He causeth the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; He maketh
lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of His treasuries.” Jeremiah 10:13.

God is the foundation of everything. All true science is in harmony with His works; all true
education leads to obedience to His government. Science opens new wonders to our view; she soars
high, and explores new depths; but she brings nothing from her research that conflicts with divine
revelation. Ignorance may seek to support false views of God by appeals to science, but the book
of nature and the written word shed light upon each other. We are thus led to adore the Creator
and to have an intelligent trust in His word.

No finite mind can fully comprehend the existence, the power, the wisdom, or the works of the
Infinite One. Says the sacred writer: “Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the
Almighty unto perfection? It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst
thou know? The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.” Job 11:7-9. The
mightiest intellects of earth cannot comprehend God. Men may be ever searching, ever learning, and
still there is an infinity beyond.

Yet the works of creation testify of God’s power and greatness. “The heavens declare the glory of
God; and the firmament showeth His handiwork.” Psalm 19:1. Those who take the written word as
their counselor will find in science an aid to understand God. “The invisible things of Him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal
power and Godhead.” Romans 1:20.
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Chapter 13—The Test of Faith
This chapter is based on Genesis 16; 17:18-20; 21:1-14; 22:1-19.

Abraham had accepted without question the promise of a son, but he did not wait for God to
fulfill His word in His own time and way. A delay was permitted, to test his faith in the power of
God; but he failed to endure the trial. Thinking it impossible that a child should be given her in
her old age, Sarah suggested, as a plan by which the divine purpose might be fulfilled, that one of
her handmaidens should be taken by Abraham as a secondary wife. Polygamy had become so
widespread that it had ceased to be regarded as a sin, but it was no less a violation of the law of
God, and was fatal to the sacredness and peace of the family relation. Abraham’s marriage with
Hagar resulted in evil, not only to his own household, but to future generations.

Flattered with the honor of her new position as Abraham’s wife, and hoping to be the mother of

the great nation to descend from him, Hagar became proud and boastful, and treated her mistress
with contempt. Mutual jealousies disturbed the peace of the once happy home. Forced to listen
to the complaints of both, Abraham vainly endeavored to restore harmony. Though it was at
Sarah’s earnest entreaty that he had married Hagar, she now reproached him as the one at fault.
She desired to banish her rival; but Abraham refused to permit this; for Hagar was to be the
mother of his child, as he fondly hoped, the son of promise. She was Sarah’s servant, however,
and he still left her to the control of her mistress. Hagar’s haughty spirit would not brook the
harshness which her insolence had provoked. “When Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from
her face.”

She made her way to the desert, and as she rested beside a fountain, lonely and friendless, an
angel of the Lord, in human form, appeared to her. Addressing her as “Hagar, Sarai’s maid,” to
remind her of her position and her duty, he bade her, “Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself
under her hands.” Yet with the reproof there were mingled words of comfort. “The Lord hath
heard thy affliction.” “I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for
multitude.” And as a perpetual reminder of His mercy, she was bidden to call her child Ishmael,
“God shall hear.”

When Abraham was nearly one hundred years old, the promise of a son was repeated to him,
with the assurance that the future heir should be the child of Sarah. But Abraham did not yet
understand the promise. His mind at once turned to Ishmael, clinging to the belief that through
him God’s gracious purposes were to be accomplished. In his affection for his son he exclaimed,
“O that Ishmael might live before Thee!” Again the promise was given, in words that could not
be mistaken: “Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and
I will establish My covenant with him.” Yet God was not unmindful of the father’s prayer. “As
for Ishmael,” He said, “I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, ... and I will make him a

great nation.”



The birth of Isaac, bringing, after a lifelong waiting, the fulfillment of their dearest hopes, filled
the tents of Abraham and Sarah with gladness. But to Hagar this event was the overthrow of her
fondly cherished ambitions. Ishmael, now a youth, had been regarded by all in the encampment
as the heir of Abraham’s wealth and the inheritor of the blessings promised to his descendants.
Now he was suddenly set aside; and in their disappointment, mother and son hated the child of
Sarah. The general rejoicing increased their jealousy, until Ishmael dared openly to mock the heir
of God’s promise. Sarah saw in Ishmael’s turbulent disposition a perpetual source of discord, and
she appealed to Abraham, urging that Hagar and Ishmael be sent away from the encampment.
The patriarch was thrown into great distress. How could he banish Ishmael his son, still dearly
beloved? In his perplexity he pleaded for divine guidance. The Lord, through a holy angel,
directed him to grant Sarah’s desire; his love for Ishmael or Hagar ought not to stand in the way,
for only thus could he restore harmony and happiness to his family. And the angel gave him the
consoling promise that though separated from his father’s home, Ishmael should not be forsaken
by God; his life should be preserved, and he should become the father of a great nation. Abraham
obeyed the angel’s word, but it was not without keen suffering. The father’s heart was heavy with
unspoken grief as he sent away Hagar and his son.

The instruction given to Abraham touching the sacredness of the marriage relation was to be a
lesson for all ages. It declares that the rights and happiness of this relation are to be carefully
guarded, even at a great sacrifice. Sarah was the only true wife of Abraham. Her rights as a wife
and mother no other person was entitled to share. She reverenced her husband, and in this she is
presented in the New Testament as a worthy example. But she was unwilling that Abraham’s
affections should be given to another, and the Lord did not reprove her for requiring the
banishment of her rival. Both Abraham and Sarah distrusted the power of God, and it was this
error that led to the marriage with Hagar.

God had called Abraham to be the father of the faithful, and his life was to stand as an example
of faith to succeeding generations. But his faith had not been perfect. He had shown distrust of
God in concealing the fact that Sarah was his wife, and again in his marriage with Hagar. That
he might reach the highest standard, God subjected him to another test, the closest which man
was ever called to endure. In a vision of the night he was directed to repair to the land of Moriah,
and there offer up his son as a burnt offering upon a mountain that should be shown him.

At the time of receiving this command, Abraham had reached the age of a hundred and twenty

years. He was regarded as an old man, even in his generation. In his earlier years he had been
strong to endure hardship and to brave danger, but now the ardor of his youth had passed away.
One in the vigor of manhood may with courage meet difficulties and afflictions that would cause
his heart to fail later in life, when his feet are faltering toward the grave. But God had reserved
His last, most trying test for Abraham until the burden of years was heavy upon him, and he
longed for rest from anxiety and toil.



The patriarch was dwelling at Beersheba, surrounded by prosperity and honor. He was very rich,

and was honored as a mighty prince by the rulers of the land. Thousands of sheep and cattle
covered the plains that spread out beyond his encampment. On every side were the tents of his
retainers, the home of hundreds of faithful servants. The son of promise had grown up to
manhood by his side. Heaven seemed to have crowned with its blessing a life of sacrifice in patient
endurance of hope deferred.

In the obedience of faith, Abraham had forsaken his native country—had turned away from the
graves of his fathers and the home of his kindred. He had wandered as a stranger in the land of
his inheritance. He had waited long for the birth of the promised heir. At the command of God
he had sent away his son Ishmael. And now, when the child so long desired was entering upon
manhood, and the patriarch seemed able to discern the fruition of his hopes, a trial greater than
all others was before him.

The command was expressed in words that must have wrung with anguish that father’s heart:
“Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, ... and offer him there for a burnt
offering.” Isaac was the light of his home, the solace of his old age, above all else the inheritor of
the promised blessing. The loss of such a son by accident or disease would have been heart rending
to the fond father; it would have bowed down his whitened head with grief; but he was
commanded to shed the blood of that son with his own hand. It seemed to him a fearful
impossibility.

Satan was at hand to suggest that he must be deceived, for the divine law commands, “Thou shalt
not kill,” and God would not require what He had once forbidden. Going outside his tent,
Abraham looked up to the calm brightness of the unclouded heavens, and recalled the promise
made nearly fifty years before, that his seed should be innumerable as the stars. If this promise
was to be fulfilled through Isaac, how could he be put to death? Abraham was tempted to believe
that he might be under a delusion. In his doubt and anguish he bowed upon the earth, and prayed,
as he had never prayed before, for some confirmation of the command if he must perform this
terrible duty. He remembered the angels sent to reveal to him God’s purpose to destroy Sodom,
and who bore to him the promise of this same son Isaac, and he went to the place where he had
several times met the heavenly messengers, hoping to meet them again, and receive some further
direction; but none came to his relief. Darkness seemed to shut him in; but the command of God
was sounding in his ears, “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest.” That
command must be obeyed, and he dared not delay. Day was approaching, and he must be on his
journey.

Returning to his tent, he went to the place where Isaac lay sleeping the deep, untroubled sleep of
youth and innocence. For a moment the father looked upon the dear face of his son, then turned
tremblingly away. He went to the side of Sarah, who was also sleeping. Should he awaken her,
that she might once more embrace her child? Should he tell her of God’s requirement?



He longed to unburden his heart to her, and share with her this terrible responsibility; but he was
restrained by the fear that she might hinder him. Isaac was her joy and pride; her life was bound
up in him, and the mother’s love might refuse the sacrifice.

Abraham at last summoned his son, telling him of the command to offer sacrifice upon a distant
mountain. [saac had often gone with his father to worship at some one of the various altars that
marked his wanderings, and this summons excited no surprise. The preparations for the journey
were quickly completed. The wood was made ready and put upon the ass, and with two
menservants they set forth.

Side by side the father and the son journeyed in silence. The patriarch, pondering his heavy secret,
had no heart for words. His thoughts were of the proud, fond mother, and the day when he should
return to her alone. Well he knew that the knife would pierce her heart when it took the life of her
son.

That day—the longest that Abraham had ever experienced—dragged slowly to its close. While
his son and the young men were sleeping, he spent the night in prayer, still hoping that some
heavenly messenger might come to say that the trial was enough, that the youth might return
unharmed to his mother. But no relief came to his tortured soul. Another long day, another night
of humiliation and prayer, while ever the command that was to leave him childless was ringing in
his ears. Satan was near to whisper doubts and unbelief, but Abraham resisted his suggestions.
As they were about to begin the journey of the third day, the patriarch, looking northward, saw
the promised sign, a cloud of glory hovering over Mount Moriah, and he knew that the voice
which had spoken to him was from heaven.

Even now he did not murmur against God, but strengthened his soul by dwelling upon the
evidences of the Lord’s goodness and faithfulness. This son had been unexpectedly given; and
had not He who bestowed the precious gift a right to recall His own? Then faith repeated the
promise, “In Isaac shall thy seed be called”—a seed numberless as the grains of sand upon the
shore. Isaac was the child of a miracle, and could not the power that gave him life restore it?
Looking beyond that which was seen, Abraham grasped the divine word, “accounting that God
was able to raise him up, even from the dead.” Hebrews 11:19.

Yet none but God could understand how great was the father’s sacrifice in yielding up his son to
death; Abraham desired that none but God should witness the parting scene. He bade his servants
remain behind, saying, “I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.” The
wood was laid upon Isaac, the one to be offered, the father took the knife and the fire, and
together they ascended toward the mountain summit, the young man silently wondering whence,
so far from folds and flocks, the offering was to come. At last he spoke, “My father,” “behold the
fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Oh, what a test was this! How the
endearing words, “my father,” pierced Abraham’s heart! Not yet—he could not tell him now.
“My son,” he said, “God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt offering.”



At the appointed place they built the altar and laid the wood upon it. Then, with trembling voice,
Abraham unfolded to his son the divine message. It was with terror and amazement that Isaac
learned his fate, but he offered no resistance. He could have escaped his doom, had he chosen to
do so; the grief-stricken old man, exhausted with the struggle of those three terrible days, could
not have opposed the will of the vigorous youth. But Isaac had been trained from childhood to
ready, trusting obedience, and as the purpose of God was opened before him, he yielded a willing
submission. He was a sharer in Abraham’s faith, and he felt that he was honored in being called
to give his life as an offering to God. He tenderly seeks to lighten the father’s grief, and encourages
his nerveless hands to bind the cords that confine him to the altar.

And now the last words of love are spoken, the last tears are shed, the last embrace is given. The
father lifts the knife to slay his son, when suddenly his arm is stayed. An angel of God calls to the
patriarch out of heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!” He quickly answers, “Here am I,” And again the
voice is heard, “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from Me.”

Then Abraham saw “a ram caught in a thicket,” and quickly bringing the new victim, he offered
it “in the stead of his son.” In his joy and gratitude Abraham gave a new name to the sacred
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spot—“Jehovah-jireh,” “the Lord will provide.”

On Mount Moriah, God again renewed His covenant, confirming with a solemn oath the blessing
to Abraham and to his seed through all coming generations: “By myself have I sworn, saith
Jehovah, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son,
that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed
My voice.”

Abraham’s great act of faith stands like a pillar of light, illuminating the pathway of God’s
servants in all succeeding ages. Abraham did not seek to excuse himself from doing the will of
God. During that three days’ journey he had sufficient time to reason, and to doubt God, if he
was disposed to doubt. He might have reasoned that the slaying of his son would cause him to be
looked upon as a murderer, a second Cain; that it would cause his teaching to be rejected and
despised; and thus destroy his power to do good to his fellow men. He might have pleaded that
age should excuse him from obedience. But the patriarch did not take refuge in any of these
excuses. Abraham was human; his passions and attachments were like ours; but he did not stop
to question how the promise could be fulfilled if Isaac should be slain. He did not stay to reason
with his aching heart. He knew that God is just and righteous in all His requirements, and he
obeyed the command to the very letter.



“Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the
friend of God.” James 2:23. And Paul says, “They which are of faith, the same are the children of
Abraham.” Galatians 3:7. But Abraham’s faith was made manifest by his works. “Was not
Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest
thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?” James 2:21, 22.
There are many who fail to understand the relation of faith and works. They say, “Only believe
in Christ, and you are safe. You have nothing to do with keeping the law.” But genuine faith will
be manifest in obedience. Said Christ to the unbelieving Jews, “If ye were Abraham’s children, ye
would do the works of Abraham.” John 8:39. And concerning the father of the faithful the Lord
declares, “Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes,
and My laws.” Genesis 26:5. Says the apostle James, “Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being
alone.” James 2:17. And John, who dwells so fully upon love, tells us, “This is the love of God,
that we keep His commandments.” 1 John 5:3.

Through type and promise God “preached before the gospel unto Abraham.” Galatians 3:8. And
the patriarch’s faith was fixed upon the Redeemer to come. Said Christ to the Jews. “Your father
Abraham rejoiced that he should see My day; and he saw it, and was glad.” John 8:56, R.V.,
margin. The ram offered in the place of Isaac represented the Son of God, who was to be sacrificed
in our stead. When man was doomed to death by transgression of the law of God, the Father,
looking upon His Son, said to the sinner, “Live: I have found a ransom.”

It was to impress Abraham’s mind with the reality of the gospel, as well as to test his faith, that

God commanded him to slay his son. The agony which he endured during the dark days of that
fearful trial was permitted that he might understand from his own experience something of the
greatness of the sacrifice made by the infinite God for man’s redemption. No other test could
have caused Abraham such torture of soul as did the offering of his son. God gave His Son to a
death of agony and shame. The angels who witnessed the humiliation and soul anguish of the Son
of God were not permitted to interpose, as in the case of Isaac. There was no voice to cry, “It is
enough.” To save the fallen race, the King of glory yielded up His life. What stronger proof can
be given of the infinite compassion and love of God? “He that spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” Romans
8:32.

The sacrifice required of Abraham was not alone for his own good, nor solely for the benefit of
succeeding generations; but it was also for the instruction of the sinless intelligences of heaven
and of other worlds. The field of the controversy between Christ and Satan—the field on which
the plan of redemption is wrought out—is the lesson book of the universe. Because Abraham
had shown a lack of faith in God’s promises, Satan had accused him before the angels and before
God of having failed to comply with the conditions of the covenant, and as unworthy of its
blessings. God desired to prove the loyalty of His servant before all heaven, to demonstrate that
nothing less than perfect obedience can be accepted, and to open more fully before them the plan
of salvation.



Heavenly beings were witnesses of the scene as the faith of Abraham and the submission of Isaac

were tested. The trial was far more severe than that which had been brought upon Adam.
Compliance with the prohibition laid upon our first parents involved no suffering, but the
command to Abraham demanded the most agonizing sacrifice. All heaven beheld with wonder
and admiration Abraham’s unfaltering obedience. All heaven applauded his fidelity. Satan’s
accusations were shown to be false. God declared to His servant, “Now I know that thou fearest
God [notwithstanding Satan’s charges], seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son
from Me.” God’s covenant, confirmed to Abraham by an oath before the intelligences of other
worlds, testified that obedience will be rewarded.

It had been difficult even for the angels to grasp the mystery of redemption—to comprehend that
the Commander of heaven, the Son of God, must die for guilty man. When the command was
given to Abraham to offer up his son, the interest of all heavenly beings was enlisted. With intense
earnestness they watched each step in the fulfillment of this command. When to Isaac’s question,
“Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham made answer, “God will provide Himself a
lamb;” and when the father’s hand was stayed as he was about to slay his son, and the ram which
God had provided was offered in the place of Isaac—then light was shed upon the mystery of
redemption, and even the angels understood more clearly the wonderful provision that God had
made for man’s salvation. 1 Peter 1:12.



PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS:
CHAPTER

18 THE NIGHT OF WRESTLING'.



Chapter 18—The Night of Wrestling
This chapter is based on Genesis 32,33.

Though Jacob had left Padan-aram in obedience to the divine direction, it was not without many
misgivings that he retraced the road which he had trodden as a fugitive twenty years before. His sin in
the deception of his father was ever before him. He knew that his long exile was the direct result of that
sin, and he pondered over these things day and night, the reproaches of an accusing conscience making
his journey very sad. As the hills of his native land appeared before him in the distance, the heart of the
patriarch was deeply moved. All the past rose vividly before him. With the memory of his sin came also
the thought of God’s favor toward him, and the promises of divine help and guidance.

As he drew nearer his journey’s end, the thought of Esau brought many a troubled foreboding. After
the flight of Jacob, Esau had regarded himself as the sole heir of their father’s possessions. The news of
Jacob’s return would excite the fear that he was coming to claim the inheritance. Esau was now able to
do his brother great injury, if so disposed, and he might be moved to violence against him, not only by
the desire for revenge, but in order to secure undisturbed possession of the wealth which he had so long
looked upon as his own.

Again the Lord granted Jacob a token of the divine care. As he traveled southward from Mount Gilead,
two hosts of heavenly angels seemed to encompass him behind and before, advancing with his company,
as if for their protection. Jacob remembered the vision at Bethel so long before, and his burdened heart
grew lighter at this evidence that the divine messengers who had brought him hope and courage at his
flight from Canaan were to be the guardians of his return. And he said, “This is God’s host: and he
called the name of that place Mahanaim”—“two hosts, or, camps.”

Yet Jacob felt that he had something to do to secure his own safety. He therefore dispatched messengers
with a conciliatory greeting to his brother. He instructed them as to the exact words in which they were
to address Esau. It had been foretold before the birth of the two brothers that the elder should serve the
younger, and, lest the memory of this should be a cause of bitterness, Jacob told the servants they were
sent to “my lord Esau;” when brought before him, they were to refer to their master as “thy servant
Jacob;” and to remove the fear that he was returning, a destitute wanderer, to claim the paternal
inheritance, Jacob was careful to state in his message, “I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants,
and womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight.”

But the servants returned with the tidings that Esau was approaching with four hundred men, and no
response was sent to the friendly message. It appeared certain that he was coming to seek revenge.
Terror pervaded the camp. “Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed.” He could not go back, and he
feared to advance. His company, unarmed and defenseless, were wholly unprepared for a hostile
encounter. He accordingly divided them into two bands, so that if one should be attacked, the other
might have an opportunity to escape. He sent from his vast flocks generous presents to Esau, with a
friendly message. He did all in his power to atone for the wrong to his brother and to avert the
threatened danger, and then in humiliation and repentance he pleaded for divine protection: Thou
“saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: I am not
worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant;
for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. Deliver me, I pray Thee,
from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and
the mother with the children.”



They had now reached the river Jabbok, and as night came on, Jacob sent his family across the ford of
the river, while he alone remained behind. He had decided to spend the night in prayer, and he desired
to be alone with God. God could soften the heart of Esau. In Him was the patriarch’s only hope.

It was in a lonely, mountainous region, the haunt of wild beasts and the lurking place of robbers and
murderers. Solitary and unprotected, Jacob bowed in deep distress upon the earth. It was midnight. All
that made life dear to him were at a distance, exposed to danger and death. Bitterest of all was the
thought that it was his own sin which had brought this peril upon the innocent. With earnest cries and
tears he made his prayer before God. Suddenly a strong hand was laid upon him. He thought that an
enemy was seeking his life, and he endeavored to wrest himself from the grasp of his assailant. In the
darkness the two struggled for the mastery. Not a word was spoken, but Jacob put forth all his strength,
and did not relax his efforts for a moment. While he was thus battling for his life, the sense of his guilt
pressed upon his soul; his sins rose up before him, to shut him out from God. But in his terrible
extremity he remembered God’s promises, and his whole heart went out in entreaty for His mercy. The
struggle continued until near the break of day, when the stranger placed his finger upon Jacob’s thigh,
and he was crippled instantly. The patriarch now discerned the character of his antagonist. He knew
that he had been in conflict with a heavenly messenger, and this was why his almost superhuman effort
had not gained the victory. It was Christ, “the Angel of the covenant,” who had revealed Himself to
Jacob. The patriarch was now disabled and suffering the keenest pain, but he would not loosen his hold.
All penitent and broken, he clung to the Angel; “he wept, and made supplication” (Hosea 12:4),
pleading for a blessing. He must have the assurance that his sin was pardoned. Physical pain was not
sufficient to divert his mind from this object. His determination grew stronger, his faith more earnest
and persevering, until the very last. The Angel tried to release Himself; He urged, “Let Me go, for the
day breaketh;” but Jacob answered, “I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me.” Had this been a
boastful, presumptuous confidence, Jacob would have been instantly destroyed; but his was the
assurance of one who confesses his own unworthiness, yet trusts the faithfulness of a covenant-keeping
God.

Jacob “had power over the Angel, and prevailed.” Hosea 12:4. Through humiliation, repentance, and
self-surrender, this sinful, erring mortal prevailed with the Majesty of heaven. He had fastened his
trembling grasp upon the promises of God, and the heart of Infinite Love could not turn away the
sinner’s plea.

The error that had led to Jacob’s sin in obtaining the birthright by fraud was now clearly set before
him. He had not trusted God’s promises, but had sought by his own efforts to bring about that which
God would have accomplished in His own time and way. As an evidence that he had been forgiven, his
name was changed from one that was a reminder of his sin, to one that commemorated his victory.
“Thy name,” said the Angel, “shall be called no more Jacob [the supplanter], but Israel: for as a prince
hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.”

Jacob had received the blessing for which his soul had longed. His sin as a supplanter and deceiver had
been pardoned. The crisis in his life was past. Doubt, perplexity, and remorse had embittered his
existence, but now all was changed; and sweet was the peace of reconciliation with God. Jacob no longer
feared to meet his brother. God, who had forgiven his sin, could move the heart of Esau also to accept
his humiliation and repentance.



While Jacob was wrestling with the Angel, another heavenly messenger was sent to Esau. In a dream,
Esau beheld his brother for twenty years an exile from his father’s house; he witnessed his grief at
finding his mother dead; he saw him encompassed by the hosts of God. This dream was related by Esau
to his soldiers, with the charge not to harm Jacob, for the God of his father was with him.

The two companies at last approached each other, the desert chief leading his men of war, and Jacob
with his wives and children, attended by shepherds and handmaidens, and followed by long lines of
flocks and herds. Leaning upon his staff, the patriarch went forward to meet the band of soldiers. He
was pale and disabled from his recent conflict, and he walked slowly and painfully, halting at every step;
but his countenance was lighted up with joy and peace.

At sight of that crippled sufferer, “Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him: and they wept.” As they looked upon the scene, even the hearts of Esau’s rude soldiers were
touched. Notwithstanding he had told them of his dream, they could not account for the change that
had come over their captain. Though they beheld the patriarch’s infirmity, they little thought that this
his weakness had been made his strength.

In his night of anguish beside the Jabbok, when destruction seemed just before him, Jacob had been
taught how vain is the help of man, how groundless is all trust in human power. He saw that his only
help must come from Him against whom he had so grievously sinned. Helpless and unworthy, he
pleaded God’s promise of mercy to the repentant sinner. That promise was his assurance that God
would pardon and accept him. Sooner might heaven and earth pass than that word could fail; and it
was this that sustained him through that fearful conflict.

Jacob’s experience during that night of wrestling and anguish represents the trial through which the
people of God must pass just before Christ’s second coming. The prophet Jeremiah, in holy vision
looking down to this time, said, “We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace.... All
faces are turned into paleness. Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of
Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.” Jeremiah 30:5-7.

When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man’s behalf, then this time of trouble will begin. Then
the case of every soul will have been decided, and there will be no atoning blood to cleanse from sin.
When Jesus leaves His position as man’s intercessor before God, the solemn announcement is made,
“He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” Revelation 22:11. Then
the restraining Spirit of God is withdrawn from the earth. As Jacob was threatened with death by his
angry brother, so the people of God will be in peril from the wicked who are seeking to destroy them.
And as the patriarch wrestled all night for deliverance from the hand of Esau, so the righteous will cry
to God day and night for deliverance from the enemies that surround them.

Satan had accused Jacob before the angels of God, claiming the right to destroy him because of his sin;
he had moved upon Esau to march against him; and during the patriarch’s long night of wrestling,
Satan endeavored to force upon him a sense of his guilt, in order to discourage him, and break his hold
upon God. When in his distress Jacob laid hold of the Angel, and made supplication with tears, the
heavenly Messenger, in order to try his faith, also reminded him of his sin, and endeavored to escape
from him. But Jacob would not be turned away. He had learned that God is merciful, and he cast
himself upon His mercy. He pointed back to his repentance for his sin, and pleaded for deliverance. As
he reviewed his life, he was driven almost to despair; but he held fast the Angel, and with earnest,
agonizing cries urged his petition until he prevailed.



Such will be the experience of God’s people in their final struggle with the powers of evil. God will test
their faith, their perseverance, their confidence in His power to deliver them. Satan will endeavor to
terrify them with the thought that their cases are hopeless; that their sins have been too great to receive
pardon. They will have a deep sense of their shortcomings, and as they review their lives their hopes will
sink. But remembering the greatness of God’s mercy, and their own sincere repentance, they will plead
His promises made through Christ to helpless, repenting sinners. Their faith will not fail because their
prayers are not immediately answered. They will lay hold of the strength of God, as Jacob laid hold of
the Angel, and the language of their souls will be, “I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me.”

Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining the birthright by fraud, God could not have
heard his prayer and mercifully preserved his life. So in the time of trouble, if the people of God had
unconfessed sins to appear before them while tortured with fear and anguish, they would be
overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, and they could not have confidence to plead with God
for deliverance. But while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they will have no concealed
wrongs to reveal. Their sins will have been blotted out by the atoning blood of Christ, and they cannot
bring them to remembrance.

Satan leads many to believe that God will overlook their unfaithfulness in the minor affairs of life; but
the Lord shows in His dealing with Jacob that He can in no wise sanction or tolerate evil. All who
endeavor to excuse or conceal their sins, and permit them to remain upon the books of heaven,
unconfessed and unforgiven, will be overcome by Satan. The more exalted their profession, and the
more honorable the position which they hold, the more grievous is their course in the sight of God, and
the more certain the triumph of the great adversary.

Yet Jacob’s history is an assurance that God will not cast off those who have been betrayed into sin,
but who have returned unto Him with true repentance. It was by self-surrender and confiding faith that
Jacob gained what he had failed to gain by conflict in his own strength. God thus taught His servant
that divine power and grace alone could give him the blessing he craved. Thus it will be with those who
live in the last days. As dangers surround them, and despair seizes upon the soul, they must depend
solely upon the merits of the atonement. We can do nothing of ourselves. In all our helpless
unworthiness we must trust in the merits of the crucified and risen Saviour. None will ever perish while
they do this. The long, black catalogue of our delinquencies is before the eye of the Infinite. The register
is complete; none of our offenses are forgotten. But He who listened to the cries of His servants of old,
will hear the prayer of faith and pardon our transgressions. He has promised, and He will fulfill His
word.

Jacob prevailed because he was persevering and determined. His experience testifies to the power of
importunate prayer. It is now that we are to learn this lesson of prevailing prayer, of unyielding faith.
The greatest victories to the church of Christ or to the individual Christian are not those that are gained
by talent or education, by wealth or the favor of men. They are those victories that are gained in the
audience chamber with God, when earnest, agonizing faith lays hold upon the mighty arm of power.

Those who are unwilling to forsake every sin and to seek earnestly for God’s blessing, will not obtain
it. But all who will lay hold of God’s promises as did Jacob, and be as earnest and persevering as he
was, will succeed as he succeeded. “Shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto
Him, though He bear long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily.” Luke 18:7, 8



PATRIARCHS AND PROPHETS:
CHAPTER

20 ‘JOSEPH IN EGYPT’



Chapter 20—]Joseph in Egypt
This chapter is based on Genesis 39-41.

Meanwhile, Joseph with his captors was on the way to Egypt. As the caravan journeyed southward
toward the borders of Canaan, the boy could discern in the distance the hills among which lay his
father’s tents. Bitterly he wept at thought of that loving father in his loneliness and affliction. Again the
scene at Dothan came up before him. He saw his angry brothers and felt their fierce glances bent upon
him. The stinging, insulting words that had met his agonized entreaties were ringing in his ears. With a
trembling heart he looked forward to the future. What a change in situation—from the tenderly
cherished son to the despised and helpless slave! Alone and friendless, what would be his lot in the
strange land to which he was going? For a time Joseph gave himself up to uncontrolled grief and terror.

But, in the providence of God, even this experience was to be a blessing to him. He had learned in a few
hours that which years might not otherwise have taught him. His father, strong and tender as his love
had been, had done him wrong by his partiality and indulgence. This unwise preference had angered his
brothers and provoked them to the cruel deed that had separated him from his home. Its effects were
manifest also in his own character. Faults had been encouraged that were now to be corrected. He was
becoming self-sufficient and exacting. Accustomed to the tenderness of his father’s care, he felt that he
was unprepared to cope with the difficulties before him, in the bitter, uncared-for life of a stranger and
a slave.

Then his thoughts turned to his father’s God. In his childhood he had been taught to love and fear Him.
Often in his father’s tent he had listened to the story of the vision that Jacob saw as he fled from his
home an exile and a fugitive. He had been told of the Lord’s promises to Jacob, and how they had been
fulfilled—how, in the hour of need, the angels of God had come to instruct, comfort, and protect him.
And he had learned of the love of God in providing for men a Redeemer. Now all these precious lessons
came vividly before him. Joseph believed that the God of his fathers would be his God. He then and
there gave himself fully to the Lord, and he prayed that the Keeper of Israel would be with him in the
land of his exile.

His soul thrilled with the high resolve to prove himself true to God—under all circumstances to act as
became a subject of the King of heaven. He would serve the Lord with undivided heart; he would meet
the trials of his lot with fortitude and perform every duty with fidelity. One day’s experience had been
the turning point in Joseph’s life. Its terrible calamity had transformed him from a petted child to a
man, thoughtful, courageous, and self-possessed.

Arriving in Egypt, Joseph was sold to Potiphar, captain of the king’s guard, in whose service he
remained for ten years. He was here exposed to temptations of no ordinary character. He was in the
midst of idolatry. The worship of false gods was surrounded by all the pomp of royalty, supported by
the wealth and culture of the most highly civilized nation then in existence. Yet Joseph preserved his
simplicity and his fidelity to God. The sights and sounds of vice were all about him, but he was as one
who saw and heard not. His thoughts were not permitted to linger upon forbidden subjects. The desire
to gain the favor of the Egyptians could not cause him to conceal his principles. Had he attempted to
do this, he would have been overcome by temptation; but he was not ashamed of the religion of his
fathers, and he made no effort to hide the fact that he was a worshiper of Jehovah.



“And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.... And his master saw that the Lord was
with him, and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand.” Potiphar’s confidence in
Joseph increased daily, and he finally promoted him to be his steward, with full control over all his
possessions. “And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew not aught he had, save the bread
which he did eat.”

The marked prosperity which attended everything placed under Joseph’s care was not the result of a
direct miracle; but his industry, care, and energy were crowned with the divine blessing. Joseph
attributed his success to the favor of God, and even his idolatrous master accepted this as the secret of
his unparalleled prosperity. Without steadfast, well-directed effort, however, success could never have
been attained. God was glorified by the faithfulness of His servant. It was His purpose that in purity
and uprightness the believer in God should appear in marked contrast to the worshipers of idols—that
thus the light of heavenly grace might shine forth amid the darkness of heathenism.

Joseph’s gentleness and fidelity won the heart of the chief captain, who came to regard him as a son
rather than a slave. The youth was brought in contact with men of rank and learning, and he acquired
a knowledge of science, of languages, and of affairs—an education needful to the future prime minister
of Egypt.

But Joseph’s faith and integrity were to be tested by fiery trials. His master’s wife endeavored to entice
the young man to transgress the law of God. Heretofore he had remained untainted by the corruption
teeming in that heathen land; but this temptation, so sudden, so strong, so seductive—how should it be
met? Joseph knew well what would be the consequence of resistance. On the one hand were
concealment, favor, and rewards; on the other, disgrace, imprisonment, perhaps death. His whole future
life depended upon the decision of the moment. Would principle triumph? Would Joseph still be true
to God? With inexpressible anxiety, angels looked upon the scene.

Joseph’s answer reveals the power of religious principle. He would not betray the confidence of his
master on earth, and, whatever the consequences, he would be true to his Master in heaven. Under the
inspecting eye of God and holy angels many take liberties of which they would not be guilty in the
presence of their fellow men, but Joseph’s first thought was of God. “How ... can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?” he said.

If we were to cherish an habitual impression that God sees and hears all that we do and say and keeps
a faithful record of our words and actions, and that we must meet it all, we would fear to sin. Let the
young ever remember that wherever they are, and whatever they do, they are in the presence of God.
No part of our conduct escapes observation. We cannot hide our ways from the Most High. Human
laws, though sometimes severe, are often transgressed without detection, and hence with impunity. But
not so with the law of God. The deepest midnight is no cover for the guilty one. He may think himself
alone, but to every deed there is an unseen witness. The very motives of his heart are open to divine
inspection. Every act, every word, every thought, is as distinctly marked as though there were only one
person in the whole world, and the attention of heaven were centered upon him



Joseph suffered for his integrity, for his tempter revenged herself by accusing him of a foul crime, and
causing him to be thrust into prison. Had Potiphar believed his wife’s charge against Joseph, the young
Hebrew would have lost his life; but the modesty and uprightness that had uniformly characterized his
conduct were proof of his innocence; and yet, to save the reputation of his master’s house, he was
abandoned to disgrace and bondage.

At the first Joseph was treated with great severity by his jailers. The psalmist says, “His feet they hurt
with fetters; he was laid in chains of iron: until the time that his word came to pass; the word of the
Lord tried him.” Psalm 105:18, 19, R.V. But Joseph’s real character shines out, even in the darkness of
the dungeon. He held fast his faith and patience; his years of faithful service had been most cruelly
repaid, yet this did not render him morose or distrustful. He had the peace that comes from conscious
innocence, and he trusted his case with God. He did not brood upon his own wrongs, but forgot his
sorrow in trying to lighten the sorrows of others. He found a work to do, even in the prison. God was
preparing him in the school of affliction for greater usefulness, and he did not refuse the needful
discipline. In the prison, witnessing the results of oppression and tyranny and the effects of crime, he
learned lessons of justice, sympathy, and mercy, that prepared him to exercise power with wisdom and
compassion.

Joseph gradually gained the confidence of the keeper of the prison, and was finally entrusted with the
charge of all the prisoners. It was the part he acted in the prison—the integrity of his daily life and his
sympathy for those who were in trouble and distress—that opened the way for his future prosperity and
honor. Every ray of light that we shed upon others is reflected upon ourselves. Every kind and
sympathizing word spoken to the sorrowful, every act to relieve the oppressed, and every gift to the
needy, if prompted by a right motive, will result in blessings to the giver.

The chief baker and chief butler of the king had been cast into prison for some offense, and they came
under Joseph’s charge. One morning, observing that they appeared very sad, he kindly inquired the
cause and was told that each had had a remarkable dream, of which they were anxious to learn the
significance. “Do not interpretations belong to God?” said Joseph, “tell me them, I pray you.” As each
related his dream, Joseph made known its import: In three days the butler was to be reinstated in his
position, and give the cup into Pharaoh’s hand as before, but the chief baker would be put to death by
the king’s command. In both cases the event occurred as foretold.

The king’s cupbearer had professed the deepest gratitude to Joseph, both for the cheering interpretation
of his dream and for many acts of kind attention; and in return the latter, referring in a most touching
manner to his own unjust captivity, entreated that his case be brought before the king. “Think on me,”
he said, “when it shall be well with thee, and show kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of
me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house: for indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the
Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon.” The chief butler
saw the dream fulfilled in every particular; but when restored to royal favor, he thought no more of his
benefactor. For two years longer Joseph remained a prisoner. The hope that had been kindled in his
heart gradually died out, and to all other trials was added the bitter sting of ingratitude.



But a divine hand was about to open the prison gates. The king of Egypt had in one night two dreams,
apparently pointing to the same event and seeming to foreshadow some great calamity. He could not
determine their significance, yet they continued to trouble his mind. The magicians and wise men of his
realm could give no interpretation. The king’s perplexity and distress increased, and terror spread
throughout his palace. The general agitation recalled to the chief butler’s mind the circumstances of his
own dream; with it came the memory of Joseph, and a pang of remorse for his forgetfulness and
ingratitude. He at once informed the king how his own dream and that of the chief baker had been
interpreted by a Hebrew captive, and how the predictions had been fulfilled.

It was humiliating to Pharaoh to turn away from the magicians and wise men of his kingdom to consult
an alien and a slave, but he was ready to accept the lowliest service if his troubled mind might find relief.
Joseph was immediately sent for; he put off his prison attire, and shaved himself, for his hair had grown
long during the period of his disgrace and confinement. He was then conducted to the presence of the
king.

“And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I
have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. And Joseph answered
Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” Joseph’s reply to the king
reveals his humility and his faith in God. He modestly disclaims the honor of possessing in himself
superior wisdom. “It is not in me.” God alone can explain these mysteries.

Pharaoh then proceeded to relate his dreams: “Behold, I stood upon the bank of the river: and, behold,
there came up out of the river seven kine, fat-fleshed and well-favored; and they fed in a meadow: and,
behold, seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill-favored and lean-fleshed, such as I never
saw in all the land of Egypt for badness: and the lean and the ill-favored kine did eat up the first seven
fat kine: and when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them; but they
were still ill-favored, as at the beginning. So I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears
came up in one stalk, full and good: and, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east
wind, sprung up after them: and the thin ears devoured the seven good ears: and I told this unto the
magicians; but there was none that could declare it to me.”

“The dream of Pharaoh is one,” said Joseph. “God hath showed Pharaoh what He is about to do.”
There were to be seven years of great plenty. Field and garden would yield more abundantly than ever
before. And this period was to be followed by seven years of famine. “And the plenty shall not be known
in the land by reason of that famine following; for it shall be very grievous.” The repetition of the dream
was evidence both of the certainty and nearness of the fulfillment. “Now therefore,” he continued, “let
Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this,
and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the seven
plenteous years. And let them gather all the food of those good years that come, and lay up corn under
the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. And that food shall be for store to the land
against the seven years of famine.”

The interpretation was so reasonable and consistent, and the policy which it recommended was so sound
and shrewd, that its correctness could not be doubted. But who was to be entrusted with the execution
of the plan? Upon the wisdom of this choice depended the nation’s preservation.



The king was troubled. For some time the matter of the appointment was under consideration. Through
the chief butler the monarch had learned of the wisdom and prudence displayed by Joseph in the
management of the prison; it was evident that he possessed administrative ability in a pre-eminent
degree. The cupbearer, now filled with self-reproach, endeavored to atone for his former ingratitude,
by the warmest praise of his benefactor; and further inquiry by the king proved the correctness of his
report. In all the realm Joseph was the only man gifted with wisdom to point out the danger that
threatened the kingdom and the preparation necessary to meet it; and the king was convinced that he
was the one best qualified to execute the plans which he had proposed. It was evident that a divine
power was with him, and that there were none among the king’s officers of state so well qualified to
conduct the affairs of the nation at this crisis. The fact that he was a Hebrew and a slave was of little
moment when weighed against his evident wisdom and sound judgment. “Can we find such a one as
this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God 1s?” said the king to his counselors.

The appointment was decided upon, and to Joseph the astonishing announcement was made,
“Forasmuch as God hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art: thou shalt
be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I
be greater than thou.” The king proceeded to invest Joseph with the insignia of his high office. “And
Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of
fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; and he made him to ride in the second chariot which he
had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee.”

“He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his substance: to bind his princes at his pleasure; and
teach his senators wisdom.” Psalm 105:21, 22. From the dungeon Joseph was exalted to be ruler over
all the land of Egypt. It was a position of high honor, yet it was beset with difficulty and peril. One
cannot stand upon a lofty height without danger. As the tempest leaves unharmed the lowly flower of
the valley, while it uproots the stately tree upon the mountaintop, so those who have maintained their
integrity in humble life may be dragged down to the pit by the temptations that assail worldly success
and honor. But Joseph’s character bore the test alike of adversity and prosperity. The same fidelity to
God was manifest when he stood in the palace of the Pharaohs as when in a prisoner’s cell. He was still
a stranger in a heathen land, separated from his kindred, the worshipers of God; but he fully believed
that the divine hand had directed his steps, and in constant reliance upon God he faithfully discharged
the duties of his position. Through Joseph the attention of the king and great men of Egypt was directed
to the true God; and though they adhered to their idolatry, they learned to respect the principles
revealed in the life and character of the worshiper of Jehovah.

How was Joseph enabled to make such a record of firmness of character, uprightness, and wisdom?—
In his early years he had consulted duty rather than inclination; and the integrity, the simple trust, the
noble nature, of the youth bore fruit in the deeds of the man. A pure and simple life had favored the
vigorous development of both physical and intellectual powers. Communion with God through His
works and the contemplation of the grand truths entrusted to the inheritors of faith had elevated and
ennobled his spiritual nature, broadening and strengthening the mind as no other study could do.
Faithful attention to duty in every station, from the lowliest to the most exalted, had been training every
power for its highest service. He who lives in accordance with the Creator’s will is securing to himself
the truest and noblest development of character. “The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart
from evil is understanding.” Job 28:28.



There are few who realize the influence of the little things of life upon the development of character.
Nothing with which we have to do is really small. The varied circumstances that we meet day by day
are designed to test our faithfulness and to qualify us for greater trusts. By adherence to principle in the
transactions of ordinary life, the mind becomes accustomed to hold the claims of duty above those of
pleasure and inclination. Minds thus disciplined are not wavering between right and wrong, like the
reed trembling in the wind; they are loyal to duty because they have trained themselves to habits of
fidelity and truth. By faithfulness in that which is least they acquire strength to be faithful in greater
matters.

An upright character is of greater worth than the gold of Ophir. Without it none can rise to an
honorable eminence. But character is not inherited. It cannot be bought. Moral excellence and fine
mental qualities are not the result of accident. The most precious gifts are of no value unless they are
improved. The formation of a noble character is the work of a lifetime and must be the result of diligent
and persevering effort. God gives opportunities; success depends upon the use made of them.
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